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PREFACE 


In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 


All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. Peace and 
blessings be upon the most honorable of all Prophets, the Seal 
of the Messengers, Muhammad, and upon his Householé—the 
pure, the immaculate. 

Normally, an introduction to a book involves the introducer 
thrashing out, even if briefly, the subject, idea, method, and 
structure of the book, as well as presenting the compiler along 
with information that the gentle reader requires throughout 
the book. 

As for this book whose title in its original language is ‘mi ‘atu 
mangabatin min managibi amtril-mu'minina ‘aliy ibni abi- 
{alibin wal-a’immati min wildih (One Mundred Virtues of The 
Commander of the Believers, "AN ibn Abi-Talib, and the 
Imams from his descendants)’, 1 am sure that anyone who 
reads its title, even if by chance, will have a primary idea that 
the book comprises the virtues and merits of Imam ‘Ali ibn 
Abi-Talib and the Holy Imams from his offspring, Being the 
opposite of “defect”, the word “virtue (mangabah)” embraces 
all noble deeds and items of pride. With reference to the most 
famous Arabic-Arabic dictionaries, the Arabic item 
‘mangabah’ stands for all high moral standards and excellent 
manners. Let us read the following text that is addressed by 
the compiler of this book to the addressee: 


ONE HUNDRED VIRTUES OF IMAM ‘ALT AND THE HOLY IMANS 


“O Shaykh! May Allah prolong your life! I have collected for 
you that which you requested and desired from the merits of 
‘Amir al-Mu’minin (the Commander of the Believers)... as 
reported from ways of narration approved and adopted by 
Sunnite scholars. They are one hundred in number. Hence, 
you may adhere to and learn them so that you will be guided 
to the right path.” 
It seems repetitive to say that the topic of this book is no 
more than a bouquet by which the compiler perfumed the 
environment of the Islamic library with an_ everlasting 
fragrance. The compiler presents these virtues frankly and 
plainly. Moreover, his presentation of the isndd' is 
acterized by clarity, precision, and exactitude, ending 
them to a high degree of proving the esteem or merit of Imam 
‘Ali or one of the Holy Imams (a.s),? and connecting them to 
the authority that he trusts. 
In point of fact, the merits and virtues of Imam “Ali (a.s) are 
toa abundant to be comprehended by any writer; therefore, a 
writer who compiles such merits has in fact only referred to a 
brilliant flash among these lights of truth, justice, and true 
guidance that exist in the personality of this Imam, since his 
merits are uncounted and no pen can ever enumerate them and 
no tongue can ever have a handle on them. 
The compiler of this book has referred to the series of 
authority to the Holy Prophet (a.s) who ‘does not he speak out 
of desire; it is naught but revelation that is revealed.” In the 
ninety-ninth virtue, the compiler reports the Holy Prophet 
(as) as saying, 


“liven if all trees are pens and all seas are ink, and all the 
Jinn are counters, and all human beings are writers, they 
shall not be able to count the excellent virtues of “Ali ibn 
AbI-TaIib.” 

In the hundredth virtue, he cites the following saying as 

reported from the Holy Prophet (a.s); 
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Almighty Allah has granted my brother, ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib, 
excellent virtues that are too numerous to count, If one 
mentions one of these virtues having faith in it, Almighty 
Allah will forgive all of his past and future sins, And if one 
writes one of his virtues, the angels will seek forgiveness for 
him as long as that written text continues to exist. And if 
one listens to one of his yirtues, Almighty Allah will forgive 
all the sins that he committed using his ears. And if one 
reads a book about his virtues, Almighty Allah will forgive 
all of the sins that he committed using his eyes. To look at 
“Ali ibn Abi-Talib is a kind of worship, and to mention him 
is another kind of worship. Almighty Allah docs not accept 
the beliefs of one who does not declare loyalty to “Ali's 
Divinely commissioned leadership (wilayah) and does not 
renounce his enemies.” 
Speaking of Imam “Ali's innumerable virtues, “Abdullah ibn 
“Abbas was once asked, “Glory be to Allah!’ Now numerous 
the virtues and merits of “Ali are! T believe that they may be 
even three thousand!” 
Answering him, “Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas said, “You should have said 
thirty thousand at least so that you may be closer to the truth!* 
In this respect, Muhammad ibn Mansur has reported that he 
heard Ahmad ibn Hanbal -the found of the Hanbaliyah 
Jurisprudential School, died in AH 214- saying, “None of the 
Holy Prophet's companions has ever attained the number of 
“Ali ibn Abi-Talib's virtues,”® 
Like Ahmad ibn Hanbal, scholars and traditionists—such as 
Isma‘il ibn Ishaq and Ahmad ibn Shu'ayb al- i—have 
unanimously agreed that Imam “Ali enjoyed virtues and merits 
that none else has enjoyed.® 
Even those known for their hostility to Imam “Ali (a.s) could 
not hide confessing to his excellence and priority to all other 
companions of the Holy Prophet, For instance, al-Jahiz say 
“Whenever precedence to Islam, asceticism, and altruism are 
mentioned, none can be preceded to “Ali.” 
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The best description of Imam “Ali's merits and priority has 
been depicted by Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi'i -the founder 
of the Shafiriyyah jurisprudential School- who is reported to 
have answered those who asked him about the rank of Imam 
“Ali (a.s), “What can I say about the merits of a man whose 
enemies tried to hide his virtues out of their malice, rage, and 
envy towards him, and his disciples have had to hide them out 
of their fear for themselves. Nevertheless, his merits and 
virtues have manifested themselves between these two in such 
a way that they are outspreading everywhere.”* 

This statement stands for clear evidence for the circumstances 
that encompassed the Imam (a.s) and the vicious attempts of 
the rulers to hide and even misrepresent his merits and 
Virtues. This fact is too obvious to require proofs. 
Nonetheless, let us quote the following paragraph from Tbn 
Abi'I-Hadid's Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah: 1:16: 

I was the caller to prayer (mu'adhdhin) of so-and-so's 
family. Every morning, I used to ‘curse’ “Ali one thousand 

i in the beginning of each adhan. On Fridays, I would 
Tepeat it four thousand times.., 

The ruling authorities threatened everybody who would 
praise Imam “Ali (a.s) with sentencing to death, Moreover, 
they banned the reporting of any tradition showing the 
excellence of Imam “Ali (a,s). Exceeding all limits, they also 
prevented the people from naming their newborns with the 
name of the Imam (a.s), All such procedures could never 
belittle him; rather, they raised his standing and increased 
his excellences. Hence, he was just like mus! fhenever it is 
suppressed, its scent spreads more; and just like the sun 
whose light cannot be hidden by a hand; and just like 
sunlight; when it is hidden from one eye, many other eyes 
can sec it.” 


In the face of such testimonies, astonishment cannot attack 
us, because we have full faith in Imam “Ali's unmatched 
personality, sinee none can comprehend him as exactly as he 
is in reality. Al-Barsi, in Mashariq Anwar al-Yagin, pp. 112, 
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has quoted the Holy Prophet (a.s) as saying, 
*O “Ali: none can realize your reality save Almighty Allah 
and me; and none can realize my reality save Almighty Allah 
and you; and none can comprehend Almighty Allah save you 
and me.” 
In conclusion, the following book comprising Ibn Shadhan’s 
compilation of Imam “Ali's virtues and merits is only a litle 
drop in an ocean 
‘The Ansariyan Publications has the honor to. publish this 
precious book, adding to its original language its English 
iranslation, hoping that the gentle readers will benefit by it 
and estimate the elevated rank of Imam ‘AJi and the Holy 
Imams (a.s) that they attained owing to their vigorous roles in 
presenting the true depiction of Islam 
Although a previous translation of this book has been done, as 
found on: http://www shiabooks.ca/virluesfintro2.html, it 
required much edition and thorough conversion; therefore, the 
Translation Committee at Ansariyan Publications has asked 
Mr, Badr Shahin to enhance this Iranslation so that it will be 
better comprehended by the gentle readers, with deep thanks 
to the original translator, Sayyid Mohsen al-Milani. 
There are (wo editions of this book: one is kept in the Library 
of Ayatullah Sayyid Mustafa al-Khunsari, and the second is 
kept in the Library of Ayatullah al-Mar‘ashi sl-Najafi 
In this translation, we have depended mainly upon a version 
revised by Mr. Nabil Rida Alwan and published by Ansariyan 
Publications 
To end with, we pray Almighty Allah to keep us following the 
path of Imam ‘Ali and the Holy Imams since it is the genuine 
path that Almighty Allah has commissioned us to follow. 


Ansariyan Publications 
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THE AUTHOR 
Abu'l-Hasan Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn °AIT ibn al-Hasan ibn 
Shadhan al-Qummi (resident of Qum) al-lmami is one of the master 
scholars and jurisprudents of the Imamiyah sect, He was the mentor 
of grand scholars like Abu’l-Fath al-Karajaki and al-Najashi, a 
master biographer, He is the nephew of Shaykh Abu’l-Qasim Ja'far 
ibn Muhammad ibn Qawlawayh al-Qummi. According to some 
biographers, Ibn Shadhan might have been an Arab personality of al- 
Kifah who was exiled to Persia, Qu in specific, because of his 
having embraced Shr ism and held fast to the loyalty to the Abl al- 
Bayt (as), 
His father, also called Abu'l-Abbas Ton Shadhan, was one of the 
jurisprudents of the Imamiyah Sect. He wrote books like ‘al-Amali” 
and ‘Zaid al-Musafir’. 
Unfortunately, history has not recorded the period in which most of 
our scholars lived. Yet, we can conclude from books of biography 
that Ibn Shadban lived in the last years of the fourth century and the 
earlier years of the fifth, Likewise, history has not mentioned 
anything about his birthplace. 
Ibn Shadhin was one of the great scholars who safeguarded the 
heritage and knowledge of the Abl al-Bayt (as) by writing and 
publishing several works that shared this treasure, 
This book specifically has had a great impact on the Muslim world 
because the author has carefully selected the sources of the narratives 
from Sunnite books, thereby eliminating any doubt of bias 
‘Those who study the history of Islam can conclude that whenever 
corrupt, bribable writers tried to insert doubt into peoples’ hearts 
through their spiteful writings, it was always our scholars who 
undertook the mission of fighting against such vicious works through 
writing, publishing, and distributing precious, authentic writing 
works, such as this book, which is void of any personal opinion. 
Both Sunnite and Shi'ite scholars have depended upon Tbn Shadhan 
as a trustworthy, reliable narrator whose books and theses are 
dependable. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In the Name of Allah, the All-beneficent, the All-merciful; and 
upon Him do T rely. 

All praise be to Allah, the First in His perpetuity, the Perpetual in 
His eternity, the Just in all His affairs, the All-mereiful with His 
creatures, the Unique in His kingdom and authority, the Sole in 
His independence and power, the Most High in His nearness, and 
the Nigh in His elevation. I praise Him with the praise of one who 
acknowledges that to praise Almighty Allah is a duty and to 
ignore so is a sin, I believe in Him with the belief of one who 
knows for sure that nothing can avail him except his own deeds 
and that he will eventually die without being able to achieve all 
his goals, I have full trust in Him with the trust of one who refers 
all power and might to Him. 

I bear witness that there is no god save Allah, alone without 
having any associate. On this bearing witness do I live my whole 
age that He decides for me and I save it for the tribulations that 1 
may face 

Talso bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and messenger. 
He is the Prophet of Mercy, the lantern for this nation, and the 
savior from ignorance, blindness, deviation, and perdition, May 
Allah bless him and his Tousehold with countless, endless, and 
matchless blessings. 

Shaykh Abu’l-Hasan Mubamimad ibn Ahmad ibn “AIT ibn al- 
Hasan Ton Shidhan, the jurisprudent—may Allah help bim 
continue on obedience to Him—says: 

© Shaykh: May Allah prolong your life! I have collected for you 
that which you requested and desired from the merits of Amit al- 
Mu’minin (the Commander of the Believers), the Leader of the 
white-forehead believers, the prevalent Hero of Almighty Allah, 
“Ali son of Abi-Talib as well as the Imams from his 
deseendants—may Allah's blessings be upon them—as reported 
from Sunnite ways of narration, These virtues are one hundred in 
number. Hence, you may adhere to and learn them so that you will 
be guided to the right path. 1 have intended to be brief in 
introducing them so as to avoid weariness. May Allah lead you 
and me to hit om the truth and the right and may Tle not deprive us 
of decency and abundant reward, 
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1 

Hasan ibn Ahmad ibn Sakhtawayh narrated in Kufah in the 
year 374 from Abi-Bakr Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Isa ibn 
Mihran from Yahya ibn “Abdul-Hamid from Qays ibn Rabi? 
from A’mash from “Abayah from Habbah al-Arani from the 
Commander of the Believers “Ali ibn Abi-Tailib who said; The 
Messenger of Almighty Allah has said: 

1 am the master of the first (i.e. past) and the last (Le, 

coming) generations, and you, “Ali, are the master of the 

creatures after me, The first of us (i.e. the Abl al-Bayt) is as 

same as the last of us; and the last of us is as same as the 

first of us.! 


2) 

Abii-Zakariyya Talhah ibn Ahmad ibn Talhah ibn Muhammad 
al-Sarram narrated that a haji came to al-Kufah city and 
narrated from Abu-Ma’ad Shah ibn “Abd al-Rahman from ‘Ali 
ibn “Abdullah from “Abd al-Hamid al-Qattad from Hashim ibn 
Bashir from Shabbah ibn al-Hajjaj from “Adi ibn Thabit from 
Sa‘id ibn Jubayr from Ibn Abbas who said: The Messenger of 
Allah said: 

“Ali ibn Abi-Talib is Allah’s best creature after me. al-Hasan 

and al-Husayn are the Masters of the Youth of Paradise, and 

their father enjoys an even higher status, and Fajimah is the 

Doyenne of all women of the world. ‘Ali is the dearest to 

me. If I had found for Fatimah a husband better than ‘Ali, I 

would have given her in marriage to him.” 
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3 
‘Abu'l-Tayyib Muhammad ibn Al-Husayn narrated from 
Muhammad ibn Sulayman from Yahya ibn Ahmad from 
Muhammad ibn al-Mutawakkil from Zufar ibn al-Hudhayl 
from al-A’mash from Muwarrig from Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah al- 
Ansari who said: The Messenger of Allah said: 


‘Altasan was given this name (which means, beneficent) 
because Almighty Allah has created the heavens and the 
carth out of His beneficence. Both the names of Ali’ and 
‘Hasan’ are derived from Almighty Allah's Names, and 
‘Husayn’ is a derivative of ‘Hasan’? 


4 

Abmad ibn Muhammad ibn Jarrah narrated from the judge 
“Amr ibn al-Husayn from Aminah bint (daughter of) Ahmad 
ibn Dhahl ibn Sulayman A’mash from her father from 
Sulayman ibn Mahran from Muhammad ibn Kathir from Abo- 
Khaythami from ‘Abdullah son of “Umar who said: The 
Messenger of Allah said: 


1am your Warner and “All bn Abi-Talib is your Guide. (The 
Holy Qur’dn reads) “Verily you are a Warner and for every 
group there is a Guide. (19:7)" Through al-Hasan, you 
receive Allah's beneficence; and through al-Ffusayn, you will 
achieve either salvation or damnation, Al-Husayn is a door 
amongst the doors of Paradise; Almighty Allah has 
forbidden those who fight against al-Husayn from smelling 
the scent of Paradise.” 
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ONE HUNDRED VIRTUES OF IMAM “ALT AND THE HOLY IMAMS 


5 
Muhammad ibn “Ali ibn al: 
narrated from Muhammad ibn Qasim from ‘Abbad ibn Ya'qub 
from Musa ibn “Uthman from A’mash from Abu-Ishaq from 


‘adl ibn Tamam al-Zayyat 


Harith and Sa’id sons of Qays from ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib who 


said: The Messenger of Allah said 

1 will be at the Cistern of Kawthar on the Judgment Day; 
and you, *AI, will serve with the water (of that cistern). Al- 
Hasan will keep people (who do not deserve that water) 
away from the Cistern; and al-Hlusayn will give the orders; 
Ali ibn al-Husayn will be the enforcer; Muhammad ibn * Ali 
will be the revealer; Ja°far ibn Muhammad will be the 
driver; Miisa ibn Ja ‘far will be counting the lovers and the 
resentful, and he will be the destroyer of the hypocrites; 
“Ali ibn Misa will beautify the believers; Muhammad ibn 
* All will award the deservers of Paradise their degrees; *Ali 
ibn Muhammad will be the preacher of his shi‘ah 
(adherents) and he will marry them the Paradisiacal 
Maidens; al-HIasan ibn * Alf is the light of the inhabitants of 
Paradise - they will see through his light; and al-Qa’im 
(Imam al-Mahdi; the Riser) will be the intercessor who will 
ask Almighty Allah to allow them (the believers) to enter 
Paradise on the Judgment Day, a day on which Almighty 
Allah will accept only the intercession of those whom He is 
pleased with. 
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6 
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn “Ubaydullah ibn Murrah 
narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad Al-Baghawi from 
‘Ali ibn al-Ja°d from Ahmad ibn Wahab ibn Mansur from 
‘Abu-Qubays Shurayh ibn Muhammad al-Anbari from Nafi 
from “Abdullah ibn “Umar ibn al-Khajtib who said: ‘The 
Messenger of Allah told “Ali ibn Abi-Talib: 
© “Ali: Lam the Warner of my nation; you are their Guide; 
al-Hasan is the leader (of my nation); al-Husayn is the 
driver; “Ali ibn al-Eusayn will bring the nation together; 
Muhammad ibn “Ali is the most learned of my nation; 
Ja*far ibn Muhammad is the writer; Misa ibn Ja*far is the 
counter; “Ali ibn Misa is the nations’ cross guard and 
savior, and he will banish those of my nation who are 
resentful, and he will draw the believers from my nation 
close together; Muhammad ibn ‘Ali drives my nation; “AIT 
ibn Muhammad is the most knowledgeable of my nation and 
its protector; al-Hasan ibn “Alvis the caller and the most 
generous of my nation; and al-Qa'im will serve them (with 
water from the Cistern of Kawthar) and the besought. 


Then the Holy Prophet said. 


© ‘Abdullah: “Verily in this are signs for those who examine 
it closely (15:75).7° 
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ONE HUNDRED VIRTUES OF IMAN “ALL AND THE HOLY IMAMS 


ue 
Sahl ibn Alimad narrated from Abu-Ja°far Muhammad ibn 
Jarir al-Tabari from Hind ibn al-Sari from Muhammad ibn 
Husham from Sa‘id son of Abi-Sa’id from Muhammad ibn al- 
Munkadir from Jabir ibn “Abdullah al-Ansari who said 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 
When Almighty Allah created the heavens and the earth, He 
called on them and they responded. He also presented to 
them my Prophethood and the Wildyeh (the Divinely 
commissioned leadership) of “Ali ibn Abi-Talib, and they 
both accepted. Then, Almighty Allah created the beings and 
entrusted the religious affairs to us. Therefore, the truly 
happy ones are those who will be happy through us (i.e, on 
account of obedience to us), and the truly unhappy ones are 
those who are unhappy because of being disobedient to us. 
It is we who deem lawful that which Almighty Allah has 
deemed lawful and it is we who deem unlawful that which 
Almighty Allah has deemed unlawful.” 
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ONE HUNDRED VIR-TUES OF IMAM “ALT AND THE HOLY IMAMS 


8 
The judge al-Mu'afa ibn Zakariyya narrated from “Abdullah 
ibn Muhammad ibn “Abdullah ibn “Abd al-’ Aziz. al-Baghawi 
from Yabya al-Hamani from Muhammad ibn al-Fudayl, from 
al-Kalbi from AbI-Salih, from Ibn “Abbas who said: 
1 was sitting with the Holy Prophet, Imam “Ali, Lady Fatimah, 
Imam al-Hasan and Imam al-Husayn when Archangel Gabriel 
came down (from heaven) and greeted the Holy Prophet with an 
apple. ‘The Holy Prophet accepted the greeting by taking the 
apple. He then greeted “Al and gave him the apple, ‘Ali 
accepted the grecting by taking the apple. Hc kissed it and gave 
it back to the Holy Prophet who accepted his greeting by taking 
the apple. Then, the Holy Prophet greeted Imam al-Hasan and 
gave him the apple. 
Imm al-Hasan accepted the greeting by taking the apple. He 
kissed it and gave it back to the Holy Prophet, who accepted his 
‘greeting and then grected Imm al-LJusayn and gave him the 
apple. Imm al-Husayn accepted the greeting by taking the 
apple, He kissed it and gave it back to the Holy Prophet who 
accepted his greeting and then greeted Lady Fitimah and gave 
her the apple. Lady Fajimah accepted the greeting by taking the 
apple. She kissed the apple and gave it back to the Holy Prophet 
who accepted her greeting, He then grected Imim “Ali again 
and gave him the apple. Imam “Ali accepted his greeting and 
kissed the apple. In an effort to return it to the Holy Prophet, 
the apple fell down from his hand and split into two halves. A 
light shone from the apple so radiantly that its rays reached the 
heavens. ‘The following message was written inside the apple: 
“In the name of Allah; the All-beneficent, the All-merciful, This 
is.a greeting from Allah to Muhammad, the Chosen Prophet (al- 
Mustafa) and to “Ali, the Pleased Servant (al-Murtadha), and to 
Fitimab, the Luminous Lady (al-Zahra), and to al-Hasan and al- 
Musayn, the grandsons of the Holy Prophet. This letter is a 
guarantee to their lovers to protect them from Hellfire on the 
Judgment Day,”” 
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Nob ibn Ahmad ibn Ayman narrated from Ibrahim ibn Ahmad 
ibn Abi-Hasan from his grandfather from Yahya ibn “Abd al- 
Hamid from Qays ibn Rabi’ from Sulayman al-A’mash who said: 
Ja‘far ibn Muhammad (Imam al-Sadiq) sai 
narrated from “Ali ibn Tusayn from his father who said: my 
father, the Commander of the Believers, told me: The Holy 
Prophet of Allah told Imam ‘Ali: 

© “Ali, you are the Commander of the Believers and the 

‘Leader of the pious ones. 


© *Ali, you are the master of all of the Prophets’ Successors. 
‘You inherit all the Prophets’ knowledge and you are the best 
of the truthful ones and the best of those who preceded 
others in believing in Almighty Allah. 

© “Ali, you are the husband of the Doyenne of all women of 
this world and you are the Successor of the best of 
Messengers. 

O ‘Ali, you are the master of the believers. 

© ‘Ali, you are, following me, the Argument of Almighty 
Allah against all creatures, Those who follow you will be 
awarded Paradise while those who are against you will be in 
Hellfire. 

© “Ali, I swear by Almighty Allah Who has sent me as a 
Prophet and chosen me from amongst all of His creatures, if 
any servant (of Almighty Allah) worships Him for a 
thousand years, Allah will not accept it unless he (ie. the 
servant) believes in your and your sons’ Wilayah. 
Furthermore, your Wilayah will not be accepted unless it is 
accompanied by disavowal for your enemies and the 
enemies of your sons. This is what Archangel Gabricl has 
told me. Hence, Let them choose to be believers or 
unbelievers.® 
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Sahl ibn Ahmad narrated from ‘Ali ibn ‘Abdullah from al- 
Zubayri Ishaq ibn Tbrahim from ‘Abdul-Razzaq ibn Hammam 
from his father from Minnah, the slave of “Abd al-Rahman ibn 
‘Awf, from “Abdullah ibn Mas‘td who said 

Twas with the Messenger of Allah when he sighed heavily. 

“O Allah's Messenger: Why are you so sad?” I asked, 

“O Thn Mas*iid: Death is approaching me,” replied the Holy 

Prophet, 

“Appoint a successor,” I suggested, 

“Whom should I nominate?” The Holy Prophet asked. 

“You may nominate Abi-Bakr,” I replied. 

‘The Holy Prophet kept silent and then sighed deeply. 


“O Allah's Messenger: Why are you so sad? May Allah 
accept me as ransom for you!” I said. 


“Death is approaching me,” replied the Holy Prophet. 
Tsaid, “Nominate a successor.” 

“Whom should T nominate?” asked the Holy Prophet. 
“You may nominate ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab,” I replied. 


The Holy Prophet kept silent and sighed deeply for the third 
ime, 


“May Allah accept my mother and father as ransoms for 
you! Why are you so sad, O Allah’s Messenger?” I asked. 


“Death is approaching me,” replied he, 

T said, “Nominate a successor.” 

“Whom should | nominate?” asked he. 

“You may nominate “Ali ibn Abi-Talib,” I said. 


Weeping, the Holy Prophet said, “Ah, you (all) will not obey 
him! If you obey him, Almighty Allah shall allow you into 
Paradise. But by disobeying him, He will frustrate all your 
deeds.” 


32 


pS Uy al a 9), cal 


a ph Nal gl aL” sas ba 


a SB A SET aig Nude hh ayt” 
Shad ibaa 


33 


ONE HUNDRED VIRTUES OF IMAM "ALI AND THE HOLY IMAMS 


iH} 
Qutaybah ibn Sa‘id AbU-Raja’ narrated from Nafi’ from 
“Abdullah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab who said: The Messenger 
of Allah said to Ali: 
© “Ali: On the Judgment Day, you will be brought riding a 
luminous camel with a crown shining so brightly that it will 
almost blind people. Almighty Allah will call out, “Where is 
the successor of Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah?” 
Then, you, “Ali, will say, “Here I am.” Then the caller will 
say, “As for those who loved you [‘AIi], let them enter 
Paradise, and as for those who were against you, send them 
to Hell.” So, you will distinguish people of Paradise from 
those of Hellfire, and this is an order from the All-powerful 
King Lora." 


12 

Abt-Muhammad Ja°far ibn Abmad ibn al-Husayn al-Shasht 
narrated from his book that Ahmad ibn Ziyad al-Qattan 
narrated from Yahya ibn Abi-Talib from “Amr ibn ‘Abdul- 
Ghaffar from al-A’mash from Abi-Salih from Abo-HMurayrah 
who said: 

1 was with the Holy Prophet when “Ali ibn Abi-Talib 

entered. The Holy Prophet asked me, “O Abi-Hurayrah: Do 

you know who this is?” 


I said, “O Allah's Messenger! 1 do. This is “Ali ibn Abi- 
‘yalib" 


Then the Holy Prophet said, 


is is a sea full of treasures and this is a rising sun, He is 
more generous and magnanimons than the River Euphrates 
and his heart is bigger than the entire world. May Allah's 
curse be on those who hate him."!! 


34 


Poth oA Sled Lakes 2! Stes tat Gh 


Si) Eos bt gps St da 3” 


Be? galt golds “SUT” che G att sat) ce 


eae She 208 oe 


seit gol AS Se BT Sy ah ae ti fos Gon ade La 


35 


ONE HUNDIETD VIRTUES OF IMAM "ALT AND THE HOLY IMAMS 


13 
‘AbU’L-Qasim Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Masrur (‘The butcher) 
narrated from Husayn ibn Muhammad from Ahmad known as 
Ibn al-Aswad al-Isbahani from Ibrihim ibn Muhammad from 
Abdullah ibn Salih from Jarir ibn ‘Abdul-Hamid from 
Mujahid from Tbn “Abbas who said: | heard the Messenger of 
Allah saying: 


During the Ascension Night (mi"raj), whenever I passed by 8 
group of angels, they asked me about “Ali ibn Abi-Talib so 
often that T started to believe that the name of “Ali was 
more famous than mine in the skies. When I reached the 
fourth sky, T saw the Angel of Death who asked me, “O 
Muhammad, how is “AH doing?” I said, “O my friend, how 
do you know ‘Al? He said, “O Muhammad, T am 
responsible for taking the lives of everyone that Almighty 
Allah has created except for two-your life and ‘Ali's, 
because Almighty Allah Himself will take your lives by His 
Power.” 

When I reached under the Divine Throne, I looked up and 
saw ‘Ali ibn Abi-Valib standing there under my Lord's 
‘Throne. “O “Ali, did you precede me to this place?” 1 asked. 

“O Muhammad,” Archangel Gabriel asked, “To whom are 
you speaking?” 

“Lam talking to my brother “Ali,” I replied. 

Archangel Gabriel said, “O Muhammad, this is not “Ali 
himself, his is an angel that Almighty Allah has ereated in 
the form of “Ali, When we, the Favorite Angels, long for 
seeing “Ali's face, we visit this angel. This is on account of 
“Ali ibn Abi-[alib's high rank in the view of Almighty Allah, 
We also seek Almighty Allah's forgiveness for the adherents 
(Shivah) of "Ali"? 
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14 
Abu'l-Hasan “AIT ibn Ahmad ibn Mutawwa’ al-Makkt 
narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from Muhammad ibn 
“Ali from “Ali ibn ‘Uthman from Muhammad ibn Furat from 
Muhammad iba ‘Aly al-Bagir from his father, from his 
grandfather Husayn ibn “Ali from his father (Imam “Ali) who 
said: 


‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib is the Successor of Almighty Allah and 
me, the decisive argument of Almighty Allah and me, the 
Door to Almighty Allah and to me, the Choice of Almighty 
Allah and me, the most-beloved of Almighty Allah and me, 
the intimate friend of Almighty Allah and me, and the sword 
of Almighty Allah and me. 


He is my brother, my companion, and my representative. 


He who loves “Alt will have loved me and he who hates him 
has in fact hated me, and the friend of “Ali is my friend and 
the enemy of °Al is in fact my enemy. 


‘Ali's wife is my daughter and his sons are my sons. His 
words are my words. His orders are my orders. 


He is the master of all the Suceessors of the Prophets, 
He is the best of my nation. 


He is the master of all the descendants of Adam after me"? 
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15 
The judge al-Mu'afa ibn Zakariyya narrated from Hasan ibn 
Alt al-Asmi from Suhayb from his father from Ja°far ibn 
Mubammad al-Sadiq from his father from ‘Ali ibn Husayn 
from his father Husayn ibn “Ali ibn AbI-Talib who said: 
‘The Holy Prophet was at Ummu-Salamah's house when an 
angel descended upon him, This angel had twenty heads. In 
each head, he had one thousand tongues, and each tongue 
praised Almighty Allah with a different language. His palm 
was larger than the seven heavens and the seven (layers of) 
the earth. 
‘As he thought of him as Archangel Gabriel, the Holy 
Prophet said to the angel, “I have never seen you in this 
form before.” 
‘The angel said, “I am not Gabriel, 1 am Sarsa’il. Almighty 
Allah has sent me to order you to give the light in marriage 
to the light.” 
‘The Holy Prophet asked, “Whom do you mean?” 
‘The angel said, “You are ordered to give your daughter, 
Fatimah, in martiage to “AIL.” 
So, the Holy Prophet gave Fatimah in marriage to “Ali while 
‘Archangels Gabricl, Michael, Israfil, and Sarga'il were the 
witnesses. ‘The Holy Prophet saw the following script 
written between the shoulders of Archangel $arsa'll: 
“Phere is no god but Allah; Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allah and the Prophet who brings mercy on people. "Alt ibn 
‘AbL-Talib is the one who stimulates the decisive argument 
(of Almighty Allah).” 
Then the Holy Prophet asked Sarsa'il, “How long have you 
had this inscription written between your shoulders?” 
Archangel Sarga'il replied, “It has been twelve thousand 
years before the creation of Adam.""" 
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Abu-‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn Wabban al-Hannad narrated 
from Ahmad ibn Ibrahim from Husayn ibn ‘Abdullah al- 
Zafrani from Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-Thagafi from Yahya 
ibn “Abd al-Quddiis from ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Tayalist 
from Muhammad ibn Waki" al-Jarrah from Fudayl ibn Marzaq 
from Atiyah Al-’Awfi from Abi-Sa‘id al-Khidri who said: 1 
heard the Messenger of Allah saying 

“On the Judgment Day, Almighty Allah will order two angels 

to watch over the Path (Sirat) and guard it. None shall cross 

it (to Paradise) without having a pass issued by *Ali ibn Abi- 

Talib. As for those who do not have a pass, Almighty Allah 

will order these two angels to stop them and ask them about 

it, Once one fails to answer, the angels will throw him into 

Hellfire on the head.” 

Presenting evidence, the Holy Prophet referred to this holy 

verse: “And Stop them, for verily they must be questioned. 

(a7ag)" 

T asked the Holy Prophet, *O the Messenger of Allah; may 

Allah accept my father and mother as ransoms for You! 

Please tell me what this pass that “Ali gives is.” 


‘The Holy Prophet replied, “This is what is written on the 
pass with a yery bright light: fa ilaha illa’llah muhammadun 
rasitullih “aliyyun watiyyullah. (There is no god but Allah; 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; “Ali is the 
Representative of Allah)."!* 
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Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ubaydullah al-Hafiz, narrated 
from “Ali ibn Sinan al-Mawsili from Ahmad ibn Muhammad 
al-Khalilt al-Amili from Muhammad ibn Salih from 
Sulayman ibn Abmad from Ziyad ibn Muslim from ‘Abd al- 
Rahman ibn Yazid ibn Jabir from Salam from Abi-Salma who 
said: I heard the Messenger of Allah saying: 

On the Ascension Night, the All-majestic Lord said to me, 

“The messenger believes in what has been revealed to him 

from his Lord...” 


216 


T completed, *...and so do the believers, 


Almighty Allah then said, “This 
chosen as your successor?” 


true, Whom have you 


T answered, “I have chosen the best of my nation.” 


Almighty Allah asked, “You mean “Alt ibn Abi-TAlib, Do you 
not?" 


Treplied, “Yes, I do, my Lord!” 


‘Then Almighty Allah said to me, “O Muhammad! As 1 looked 
at all My creatures, I chose you from amongst all of them. 
‘Then 1 derived a name for you from My Name. Therefore, it 
is not permitted that one mentions My Name and neglects 
yours. My Name is Mahmiid (the All-praised) and yours is 
Muhammad (the Praised). Then I looked again [at all My 
creatures] and I chose “Ali, and I derived a name for him 
from Mine. So My Name is al-“Ali al-A"ld (the Elevated, the 
Most iligh), and his name is “Ali (the High). 


© Muhammad! T created you, “AU, Fatimab, al-Hasan, al- 
Musayn, and the Imams from al-Husayn's descondants from 
a ray of My Light. 
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‘Then I ordered all My creatures in the heavens and the 
layers of the earth to accept your Leadership (Wilayah), As 
to those who accept it, I shall consider them believers, while 
those who refuse it shall be considered unbelievers, 


© Muhammad! If any of My servants worships Me so 
persistently that he becomes like an old waterskin, but he 
meets me rejecting the (divinely commissioned) Leadership 
of you, “Ali, and the Imams from his offsping, I will not 
‘accept him and will not forgive him unless he has submitted 
to your Leadership! 


© Muhammad! Would you like to see them?” 
Treplied, “Yes, my Lord, I would.” 
Almighty Allah said, “Look to the right of the Throne.” 


When T looked, T saw “Ali, Fatimah, al-Kasan, al-Husayn, 
“Ali ibn al-Husayn, Muhammad ibn “Al, Ja‘far ibn 
Muhammad, Masa ibn Ja*fer, “Al ibn Misa, Mubammad 
ibn “Ali, “Ali ibn Mubammad, al-Hasan ibn “Al, and al- 
Mahdi who were among them in shining light. They were all 
standing and praying to Almighty Allah. Al-Mahdi was in 
the center, shining like a brilliant star. 


‘Then Almighty Allah said, “O Muhammad! They are My 
decisive Arguments, and al-Mahdi shall take revenge on My 
behalf I swear by My magnificence and majesty; he shall 
suppert My supporters and take revenge from My enemies, 
‘They (i.e. the fourteen Infallibles) enjoy obligatory right 
upon everyone. Only for the sake of them does Almighty 
Allah prevent the skies from falling on the earth.”!” 
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Muhammad ibn Sa'id Abu’l-Faraj narrated from Ahmad ibn 
Muhammad ibn Sa‘id from Sa‘d ibn Turayf al-Khaffat from 
Sa°id ibn Jubayr from Ibn “Abbas who said; The Messenger of 
Allah told “Ali 
© “Ali: I am the city of knowledge and you are its door. A 
city can only be entered through its door. Those who claim 
that they love me but they hate you are lying, because you 
are from me and I am from you; your flesh is my flesh; your 
blood is my blood; your soul is from my soul; your secret is 
my secret; and your demonstration is my demonstration, 
You are the leader of my nation and you are my successor 
after me. Those who obey you will triumph, and those who 
disobey you will lose. Those who follow you will win, and 
those who are against you will fail. Those committed to you 
are winners, and those who abandon you are losers. You, 
and the Imams who will come after you, are like Noah's Ark; 
he who embarks on it will have survived while he who stays 
behind will have been drowned. You are also like the stars; 
whenever one disappears, another one appears up to the 
Judginent Day.'* 


19 

Muhammad ibn Hamid al-Khazzaz narrated from al-Husayn 
ibn “Abdul-Samad from Yahya ibn Muhammad ibn Qasim al- 
Quzwini from Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Hafiz. from Ahmad 
ibn Muhammad from Harimah ibn Ghalib from Hammad iba 
Salamah from Thabit from Anas ibn Malik!” who said: The 
Messenger of Allah said: 

Almighty Allah has created seventy thousand angels from 

the light of “Ali ibn Abi-Talib’s face. Their one and only job 

is seeking Almighty Allah's forgiveness for him, for his 

Shivah (adherents), and for those who love him up to the 

Judgment Day.” 
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Sahl ibn Ahmad ibn “Abdullah narrated from Muhammad ibn 


Jarir from al-Hasan ibn Ibrahim al-Baghdadi from Muhammad 
ibn Ya'qub al-Imam from Ahmad ibn Yahya from ‘Abd al- 
Rahman ibn Mahdi from Thn ‘Abbas who said: 
‘A man came to the Holy Prophet and asked, “Will I benefit 
from my love for “Alt ibn Abi-Talib?” 


‘The Holy Prophet said, “I do not know until T ask Archangel 
Gabriel.” 


Immediately, Archangel Gabriel came to the Holy Prophet 
who asked him that question. 


Archangel Gabriel said, “I do not know until T ask Israfil.” 


So, Archangel Gabriel went up and asked Israfil, “Will the 
love for “Ali benefit one?” 


Archangel Israfil replied, “I do not know until T talk to my 
Magnificent Lord.” 


‘Then Almighty Allah sent the following revelation to 
Archangel Israfil: 


Tell those angels, the trustworthy on My Revelations, to 
send My greetings to My beloved, Muhammad, and to tell 
him that Almighty Allah greets you and says, “You are as 
close to Me as I want you to be, “Ali is as close to you as you 
are close to Me. And those who love “Ali are as close to Me 
as same as “All is close to you.” 
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Al-Hasan ibn Hamzah ibn ‘Abdullah narrated from Ahmad ibn 
al-Hasan al-Khashshab from Ayyub ibn Nuh from al-' Abbis 
from ‘Amr ibn Aban from Aban ibn Taghlib from “Tkrimah 
from Ibn “Abbas who said 
After returning from the Farewell Pilgrimage (hijjat al- 
wada"), the Messenger of Allah said: 
© people! Gabriel, the Honest Spirit, came to me from my 
Lord, the All-majestic, and said, “O Muhammad! Almighty 
‘Allah says that He longs for secing you. So, prepare a good 
will and finish what you have to do.” 
© people! My death is approaching; and I see coming that 
you will soon depart me and I will depart you. So, if your 
bodies have left me, do not allow your souls to do the same. 
© people! No prophet of Almighty Allah has been immortal 
before me; therefore, I will not live forever. Verily Almighty 
Allah says (in the Qur'an) “We have never made anyone 
hefore you immortal, so if you are going to die, do the 
rest of people expect not io die? Every one will taste 
death. (21:34-35)" Verily, my Lord has ordered me to leave 
a will for you and to lead you to the Ark that secures your 
salvation and the Door of Forgiveness. Those of you who 
‘want to rescue themselves after me and to be safe from the 
destroying seductions must hold firmly to the Wilayah of 
“Ali ibn Abi-Talib. He is most surely the greatest veracious 
and the grandest separator between the right and the 
wrong, He is the leader (imam) of every Muslim after me. 
‘Those who love him and follow him in this world will be 
allowed to join me on the Cistern of Kawthar (on the 
Judgment Day), But as for those who disobey him, they 
will neyer meet with me on the Judgment Day and they will 
be pulled to the left side that takes to Hellfire. © people! 1 
have given you the best advice but you do not like the 
advisors. By this saying of mine, I end my speech and seek 
the forgiveness of Almighty Allah for myself and for you. 
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Abu’l-Qasim Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Qawlawayh narrated 
from ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn from “AIT ibn Ibrahim from his father 
from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from Muhammad ibn Fudayl 
from Thabit ibn Abl-Hamzah from ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn from 
his father (Imam al-Husayn) from Amir al-Mu’minin (i.c, 
Imam ‘Alt) who said: The Messenger of Allah said: 
Almighty Allah has decreed you to be obedient to me and He 
has forbidden you from disobeying me. He has also made it 
obligatory on you to follow my orders and to obey “Ali ibn 
Abi-Talib after me, for “Ali is my brother and representative. 
He will inherit my knowledge. He is from me and I am from 
him, To love him is faith (man) and to hate him is unbelief 
(kufr). Verily, whomsoever I am their master must betake 
“Ali as his master. “Alt and I are the fathers of this nation. 
Hence, he who disobeys his father will be included with the 
group of Prophet Noah's son on the Judgment Day. Prophet 
Nouh said to his son, ‘O son! Join us and do not be with the 
unbelievers,’ His son replied, ‘T will resort to a mountain.” 
‘Then the Holy Prophet prayed, “O Allah: (please do) support 
those who support *Alj; and disappoint those who disappoint 
him; and befriend his friends and be the enemy of his 
enemies.” 
‘The Holy Prophet then wept and bade “Ali farewell three 
times in the presense of a group of the Muhajirin 
(Immigrants of Makkah) and the Angar (people of Madinah) 
who were sitting around him erying. 
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Ahmad ibn Muhammad narrated from his book from 
‘Abdullah ibn Ja°far from Ibrahim ibn Hashim from Ja°far ibn 
Muhammad ibn Marwan from his father from ‘Ubaydullah ibn 
Yahya who said that Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Baqir narrated to 
him from his father from al-Husayn ibn “Ali from his father 
Amir al-Mu'minin who said that the Messenger of Allah said 
the following about this holy verse “Cast, you two, every 
ingrate rebel into Hell, (50:24)" 

(© “Ali: on the Judgment Day, when Almighty Allah gathers 

all the creatures in the same place, you and I will be on the 

right side of Almighty Allah's Throne and He will say, “O 

Muhammad and “Ait Stand up and throw those who hated 

you, those who did not believe you, and those who 

disobeyed you to Hell.”* 


24 
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah iba “Ubaydullah from Muhammad 
ibn al-Qasim, from ‘Abbad ibn Ya'qub from ‘Amr ibn Abil- 
Migdam from his father from Sa‘id ibn Jubayr from Ibn 
‘Abbas who said: The Messenger of Allah said: 
T swear by Almighty Allah Who has sent me with the truth to 
convey the good tidings (to the believers) and to warn (the 
unbelievers); the Divine Throne and the Divine Seat had not 
settled, and the orbit had not started rotating; and the 
heavens and the earth had not risen unless Almighty Allah 
wrote the following on them: ‘Ia Haha iNallahu muhammadan 
rasiltullahi “aliyyun waliyullah, (There is no god but Allah; 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; “Ali is the 
Representative of Allah).” 


When Almighty Allah clevated me to the heavens and 
conferred upon me with the honor of speaking to Him 
directly, He said to me, “O Mohammed!” 
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Treplied, “Yes, my Lord. Here Iam, at Your service!" 


Almighty Allah said, “I am Mabmitd (the All-praised) and 
you are Muhammad (the Praised). 


I derived your name from Mine and I made you superior to. 
all of My ereatures, 


So, assign your brother, ‘Ali, to be the sign of My servants 
in order that he will guide them to My religion. 


© Muhammad! I have decided the believers to be My 
choicest servants and I have decided “Ali to be their chief. 


Therefore, I curse him whoever appoints himself as 
commander over “Ali, and I will punish those who disobey 
him. 


As for those who follow him, I will bring them closer to Me. 


© Mubammad! I have made “Alt the Imam (leader) of the 
Muslims, 


Hence, I will disgrace those who proclaim to precede him 
and I will dishonor those who disobey him, 


I have made ‘Ali the master of all of the Prophets’ 
successors, the leader of the white-forchead believers, and 
My Argument against all the creatures.” 
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25 
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn “Imran narrated from Hasan ibn 
Muhammad al-Askari from Tbrahim ibn ‘Ubaydullah’ from 
*Abdul-Razzaq from Mu’ammar from Yahya ibn Abi-Kathir 
from his father from Abi-Haran al-Abdi from Jabir ibn 
i who said: The Messenger of Allah said 
the following about °AIT ibn AbI-Talib: 


“All ibn Abi-Talib is the first one to believe in Islam, 


the most knowledgeable, 

the most exact in faith; 

the best in creed; 

the most excellent in forbearance; 
the most magnanimous; 


and the most courageous. 


Furthermore, he is the leader and the Successor after me,” 
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26 

Sahl ibn Abmad ibn ‘Abdullah narrated from “Alt ibn 
‘Abdullah from Ishaq ibn Ibrahim al-Dabari from ‘Abdul- 
Razziq ibn Hammam from Mu’ammar from ‘Abdullah ibn 
‘Tawi from his father from Ibn “Abbas who said: 

We were sitting with the Holy Prophet when “Ali ibn Abi- 

Talib came and greeted the Holy Prophet, saying. “Peace be 

upon you, O the Messenger of Allah,” 


‘The Holy Prophet replied, “Peace and Allah's mercy and 
blessings be upon you, O the Commander of the Believers 


(amir al-mu'minin).” 


(Imam) “Ali wondered, “O the Messenger of Allah! You are 
calling me the Commander of the Believers while you are 
still alive!" 


‘The Holy Prophet answered, “Yes, in my lifetime, I call you 
the Commander of the Believers. Yesterday, while Archangel 
Gabriel and I were engaged in a talk, you passed by us but 
did not greet us, Having noticed so, Archangel Gabriel said 
to me, ‘It is strange that the ‘Commander of the Believers’ 
passed by us but did not greet us. I swear by Allah; had he 
greeted us, we should have been pleased and we would have 
responded to his greeting,” 


“Ali excused, “As T noticed that you and Dibyah”’ were 
engaged in a private talk, I did not want to interrupt it.” 


The Holy Prophet said, “It was not Dikyah; that was 
Archangel Gabriel. I then asked him why he had called 
you the Commander of the Believers. The angel 
answered that during the Battle of Badr, Almighty Allah 
ordered him, saying, ‘Descend to Muhammad and order 
him to ask the Commander of the Believers “All ibn Ab 
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Talib, to move between the two armics, for the angels desire 
to see him doing so.’ 


Thus, Almighty Allah, from the heavens, named “A 
‘Commander of the Believers’ on that day, 


“the 


© Ali! Verily, you are the commander of the inhabitants of 
the heavens, 


and the commander of the inhabitants on the earth, 
and the commander of the past generations, 

and the commander of the coming generations. 

‘No commander will come after you, 

and no commander lived before you. 


Unless Almighty Allah permits, none is permitted to have 
the name of ‘the Commander of the Believers’ save you.”” 


27 
Muhammad ibn “Abdullah ibn Abi-Ubaydullah al-Shaybant 
narrated from Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Tamimi from Abi- 
Quiadah al-Harrant from his father from al-Harith ibn al- 
Khazraj, the holder of the Ansar's pennon, who said: I heard 
the Messenger of Allah saying to "Ali ibn Abi-Talib: 


No one will precede you after me except a kafir (unbeliever), 


and no one will disobey you after me except a kafir, 


Verily, the inhabitants of the seven skies call you ‘the 
Commander of the Believers’ by the order of Almighty 
Allah.” 
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28 
My father narrated from Muhammad ibn al-Husayn from 
Mubammad ibn al-[asan al-Saffar from Ahmad ibn 
Muhammad from his father from “Abdullah ibn al-Mughirah 
and Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Khath’ami from Muhammad ibn 
Bublal al-"Abdi trom Ja’far ibn Muhammad (Imam al-Sadiq) 


from his father Muhammad ibn “Ali from his father from his 


father al-IJusayn ibn “Ali who said: The Messenger of Allah 
said 
On the Ascension Night (Mi‘raj) when I was led to the Light 
Veils, Almighty Allab talked to me saying, “O Muhammad! 
Convey My greetings to “Ali ibn Abi-Talib, and inform him 
that he is My decisive argument against all of My creatures 
after you. 


I pour the rain of My blessings on My slaves through him; 
Tkeep evil away from them through him; 


and he is My argument against them when they shall meet 
Me 


So, they are ordered to follow his commands, 
to obey his orders, 
and to avoid that against which he warns them, 


If they do, 1 will decide for them the Seat of Honor that 1 
have and T will allow them to enter My Paradise. 


If they do not, T will put them with the most miserable of 
My enemies in Hellfire and I will not care for them at all.”” 
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29 
Sahl ibn Ahmad al-Tara’igi and Muhammad ibn “Abdullah al- 
Kafr narrated from Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari from 


Khalaf ibn Khalifah from Yazid ibn Haran from Muhammad 
ibn Tbrahim iba Ibrahim ibn Mubashshir from Jabir ibn 


“Abdullah al-Angari who said 
Iwas sitting with the Holy Prophet when “Ali ibn Abi-Talib 
came, The Holy Prophet brought him elose to him and 
wiped his forehead with his cloak, saying to him, “O Abu'l- 
asan: may I tell you the good news that Archangel Gabriel 
gave me?” 


Ali replied, “Yes, you may, Allah's Messenger.” 


‘The Holy Prophet said, “In Paradise, there is a fountain 
called fasnim from which two rivers flow. These two rivers 
are so big that all ships of this world can sail on them, On 
the shores of that rasnim, there are trees whose trunks are of 
pearl and coral and whose leaves are of saffron, On the 
banks of these two rivers, there are seats made of light and 
there are people sitting there, On the forheads of these 
people, the following script is written with light: “These are 
the true believers; these are the lovers of “Ali ibn Abi- 
‘ab? 
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30 
Abmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn “Ayyash al-Eafiz 
narrated from the judge “Abdul-Baqi ibn Fi 
ibn Muhammad from Sulayman ibn Qarm from Muhammad 
ibn Shaybah from Daw 
grandfather “Abdullah ibn “Abbas who said: 
‘The Messenger of Allah, once, said to “Ali ibn Talib + 
© “Ali, Archangel Gabriel told me something about you that 
delighted my eyes and filled in my heart with happiness. He 
said to me: O Muhammad: Almighty Allah has told me to 
convey His greetings to you and to tell you that “Alt is the 
chief of true guidance; 


the lantern in murk; 
the decisive Argument against the inhabitants in this world; 


the greatest veracions; and the grandest separator between. 
the right and the wrong, 


Almighty Allah has taken upon Himself that He should 
never decide Hellfire to anyone who abides by and adheres 
to “Ali and to the Successors (i.e. the Holy Tmams) who will 
come after him, 


Similarly, Almighty Allah shall never decide Paradise to 
anyone who abandons loyally to the (Divinely 
commissioned) leadership of “AN and rejects to abide by 
and adhere to him and to the Successors who will come after 
him, 


But the Word from Me will come true: I will fill Hell and all 
its layers with Jinns and men all together who are enemies 
to “Ali, and I will fill Paradise with My beings who are loyal 
and adherents to him.” 


* from al-Husayn 
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31 
Muhammad ibn Hammad ibn Bashir narrated from 
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn “Abd al-Karim from Ibrahim ibn 
Maymtn and “Uthman ibn Said from ‘Abd al-Karim ibn 
Ya‘qub from Diya’ al-Ju'fi from Abu'l-Tufayl from Anas ibn 
Malik who said: 
Having been his servant, I was one day helping the Holy 
Prophet perform the ritual ablution (wuda") when he said, 
“The person who will now enter is the Commander of the 
Believers, 


the Master of Muslims, 

the best of the Prophets! successors, 

the worthiest of leading the believing ones, 

and the leader of the white-forehead ones.” 

I prayed that he would be one of the Ansar, but when the 
door was knocked, it was "Ali ibn Abi-Yilib. Then, the Holy 
Prophet's face started to sweat profusely. He wiped the 
sweat from his face and put it over on “Ali's face. “O Allah's 


‘Messenger! Has anything about me been revealed to you?” 
“Ali asked. 


‘Lhe Holy Prophet answered, “You are part of me; you settle 
up my debt, clear my liabilities, and convey my mission.” 


Imam “Ali exclaimed, “O Allah's Messenger: You have 
conveyed the mission, have you not? 


‘The Holy Prophet answered, “Yes, I have. But your mission 
is that you will teach the people some of the interpretation 
of the Holy Qur'an that they have not yet learned and you 
will instruct them that which they have not understood 
yet. 
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32 
Abu-Abdullah Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Zanjawayh narrated 


from Muhammad ibn Ja‘far from Ja'far ibn Salamah from 


Ibrahim ibn Muhammad from Abu-Ghassan from Yahya ibn 
Salamah from his father from Abi-Idris from al-Musayyab 
from Imam ‘Alt Amir al-Mu'minin who said: 
I swear by Allah that the Messenger of Allah (2.8) assigned 
me as his representative among his people. Hence, I am 
Allah's decisive argument against them after His Prophet. 
Verily, the loyalty to me is obligatory upon the inhabitants 
of the heavens in the same way as it is obligatory upon the 
inhabitants of this earth. The angels’ mentioning my virtues 
is the method of their praising Almighty Allah. 


© people! Follow me and I will guide you to the path of 
righteousness. Do not go right or left lest you will miss the 
right path. Verily T am the successor of your Prophet and his 
vieegerent, | am the leader, the commander, and the master 
of the pious ones and the believers; and I will lead my 
adherents to Paradise and I will drive my enemies to 
Helifire 


I am Almighty Allah's sword on His enemies and 1 am His 
mercy on His friends, 


1 am the supervisor of the Holy Prophet's Divine Cistern 
and the bearer of his standard; and I am the supervisor of 
his position and the manager of his right of intercession, 


Al-Hasan, al-Husayn, the nine sons of al-Husayn, and 1 are 
Almighty Allah's representatives on His lands, We are the 
trustees on His Revelations, the leaders of the Muslims 
after the Holy Prophet, and Almighty Allah's decisive 
arguments against His beings.”> 
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33 
Muhammad ibn Sa‘ld al-Dahgan narrated from Muhammad 
ibn Mas‘td from Ahmad ibn ‘isa al-'Alawi from al-Husayn 
from Abil-Khalid and Zayd ibn “Ali from his father from his 
grandfather al-lusayn ibn “Ali from Amir al-Mu'minin who 
said 


I once visited the Holy Prophet whe was in one of his 
chambers. As I asked permission to see him, he permitted 
me. When I entered, he asked me, “O “All: Have you not 
known that my house is yours? Why do you then ask 
permission to enter?” 


T replied, *O Allah's Messnger: I like doing that.” 


The Holy Prophet said, “O “Ali: You thus like that which 
Almighty Allah likes and you are following the manners that 
He desires, 


© “Ali: have you not known that you are my brother, and my 
Creator and Sustainer has not wanted me to betake a 
brother other than you? 


© “Ali: you are my successor after me, and you will be 
wronged and persecuted after me. 


© “All: he who abides by you steadfastly will be considered 
just like those who have adhered to me steadfastly. 
Likewise, those who let you down have in fact let me down. 


© “Ali: liar is he who claims bearing love for me while he 
hates you, This is because Almighty Allah has created you 
and me from the same light," 
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34 


Ahmad ibn Muhammad narrated from Muhammad ibn Ja’far 
from Muhammad ibn al-Husayn from Muhammad ibn Sinan 


from Ziyad ibn Mundhir from Said ibn Jubayr from Ibn 
‘Abbas who said: 


‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


Neither the blue sky nor has the dingy earth ever shaded or 
carried an individual that is preferred to “Ali ibn Abi-Talib 
except me. 


He is verily the leader and commander of my nation, 
He is my successor and vicegerent. 


Only will those who follow his example after me be guided 
to the true guidance. 


However, those who follow anyone save him will have 
missed the true path and will have exposed themselves to 
perdition. 


Tam verily the Chosen Prophet. 


T nover say these merits of “Ali out of my own desire; 
rather, it is a (Divine) revelation that is revealed to me. 


It has been carried to me by the Selected Spirit on behalf of 
the Lord to Whom belongs whatsoever is in the heavens and 
whatsoever is in the earth and whatsoever is between them 
and whatsoever is beneath the soil.”* 


78 


Sob J ie; 


vt 


OS ae YE Se ee so A eh 


oils Uf 30) BS 2 al 


73 


ONE HUNDILED VILTUES OF IMAM ‘ALI AND THE HOLY INANS 


5 
Abu’ L- 
from Mutayr ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah from Yahya al- 


fayyib Muhammed ibn al-Husayn al-Taymali narrated 


Jammal from Husham from Abu-Hartn al-Abdi from Aba- 


Sa°id Al-Khidri who said: The Messenger of Allah said: 

At the Ascension Night (mi‘raj), all the things belonging to 
the Kingdom of the heavens and all the Screens that I 
passed by were loaded with noble angels of Almighty Allah, 
calling me and saying: 

© Muhammad: Congratulations! You have been granted that 
which has never een granted to anyone before or after you. 
You have been granted “Ali ibn Abi-Talib as brother, and 
¥atimah, his wife, as daughter, and al-Hasan and al-Husayn 
as sons, and their lovers as followers (Shi*ah). 


© Muhammad: You are verily the most preferable of the 
Prophets; 


and “Allis the most preferable of the Prophets’ successors; 
and Fatimah is the Doyenne of the women of the world; 


and al-Hasan and al-Husayn are the most honorable 
inhabitants of Paradise among the Prophets’ descendants; 


and their Shi°ah are the most preferable of those gathered 
in the courts of the Judgment Day. 

‘They will enjoy the chambers, palaces, and gardens of 
Paradise. 

‘The angels kept on saying so in my forth and back. Ifit were 
not that Almighty Allah prevented the Jinn and humankind 
from hearing these sayings, none could avoid hearing 
them,” 
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36 

Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Murrah narrated from al- 
Hasan ibn “Ali Al-’Asimi from Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Malik 
ibn Abi’l-Shawarib from Ja*far ibn Sulayman Al-Dab‘i from 
Sa‘d ibn Zarif from al-Asbagh who said: 

Salman al-Farisi was once asked about *Alt ibn Abi-Talib and 
Lady Fatimah. He answered that he heard the Holy Prophet 
saying the following: 


Abide by “Ali, for he is your master; therefore, you must 
love him. 


He is your chief; therefore, you must follow him. 


He is the most knowledgeable amongst you; therefore, you 
must honor him, 


He is your leader to Paradise; therefore, you must aid him, 
Ifhe calls you, you must respond to him, 
If he orders you, you must obey. 


You must also love him on account of your love for me and 
you must respect him on account of your respect for me. 


Thave not said so about “Ali except that my Lord, the All- 
‘magnificent in His majesty, has ordered me to say."” 
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37 
Abu-Bakr Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Ghitrif’ al-Jurjani 
narrated from Abu-Khalifah al-Fadl ibn Salih Al-Jamahi from 
“Ali ibn “Abdullah ibn Ja‘far from Muhammad ibn “Ubayd 
from ‘Abdullah from Nati’ 
“Umar Ibn al-Khattab who said 
We once asked him about ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib, the Messenger 
of Allah became angry and said 


What for are some people mentioning the one who enjoys 
‘the same standing that I enjoy with my Lord and enjoys the 
same rank that I enjoy with my Lord exeept the rank of 
prophethood? 


Verily, those who love “Ali will have in fact loved me; and 
those who love me will have in fact attained the Pleasure of 
Almighty Allah; and once Almighty Allah is pleased with 
someone, He shall award him Paradise. 


Verily, as for those who love “Ali, the angels will ask 
‘Almighty Allah’s forgiveness for them; and the gates of 
Paradise will be open wide before them so that they will be 
allowed to enter Paradise from any gate they choose without 
being exposed to settlement of account. 


Verily, as for those who love “Ali, Almighty Allah will give 
them their Record of Deeds in their right hands, and their 
questioning on the Judgment Day will be made as easy for 
them as the questioning of the Prophets. 


Verily, as for those who love “Ali, they will not leave this 
world until they will be served a drink from the Divine 
Cistern (of Kawthar) and will be served from the Tree of 
Blessing (76a) and they will be shown their places in 
Paradise. 


from “Abdullah son of ‘Umar from 
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Verily, as for those who love “Ali, Almighty Allah will make 
easy for them to pass the death agonies and will change 
their graves into gardens of Paradise. 


Verily, as for those who love ‘Ali, Almighty Allah will grant 
thom Paradisiacal maidens (as wives) as many as the veins 
of their bodies, and they will be granted the right to 
intercede for eighty of their family members, and will be 
awarded cities in Paradise as many as the hairs of their 
bode 


Verily, as for those who recognize “Ali's actual standing and 
loves him, Almighty Allah will send the Angel of Death to 
them (to grasp their souls) in the same way as He sends him 
to the Prophets; and He will discharge them from 
encountering the horrible interrogations of Munkar and 
Nakir (in their graves); and He will light up and expand 
their graves to be as large as a distance requiring seventy 
year walking to cover; and He will raise them on the 
Judgment Day with their faces shining brightly. 


Verily, as for those who love ‘Ali, Almighty Allah will cast 
over them the shadow of His Throne with the veracious, the 
martyrs, and the righteous ones. Almighty Allah will also 
secure them from the Supreme Horror as well as the terror 
of the Deafening Noise Day. 


Verily, as for those who love “All, Almighty Allah will accept 
their good deeds and will overlook their wrongdoings, and 
they will accompany Hamzah,"* the master of martyrs, in 
Paradise. 


Verily, as for those who love “Ali, Almighty Allah will fix 
wisdom in their hearts, and make their tongues speak 
nothing but the right, and open before them the doors to 
His mercy. 
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Verily, as for those who love “All, they are called -by the 
angels- the prisoners of Almighty Allah on the earth; and 
Almighty Allah will take pride int hem before His angels 
and the Bearers of His Throne. 


Verily, as for he who loves “Ali, an angel will call on him 
from beneath the Divine Throne, saying, “O Allah's servant: 
carry on because all of your sins are forgiven.” 


Verily, as for those who love “Ali, their faces will be shining, 
like full moons, on the Judgment Day. 


Verily, as for those who love *Ali, Almighty Allah will place 
the crown of dignity on their heads and He will dress them 
the garment of glory. 


Verily, as for those who love “Ali, they will pass the 
Discriminating Bridge (sira¢) as swift as lightning and they 
will not feel any difficulty while they pass it. 


Verily, as for those who *Ali, Almighty Allah will grant them 
a guarantee (of protection) from Hellfire, a guarantee form 
hypocrisy, a pass to surpass the Discriminating Bridge 
safely, and security from chastisment of Hellfire. 


Verily, as for those who love “Ali, their Record of Deeds will 
not be opened for settling account with them, they will not 
be called for measuring their good deeds to their 
wrongdoings, and they will allowed to enter Paradise 
without calling them to reckoning, 


Verily, as for those who love the Houschold of Muhammad, 
they will be released from reckoning, measurement of their 
deeds, and passing the Discriminating Bridge. 
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Verily, as for those who die bearing love for the Honschold 
of Muhammad, the angels will shake hands with them, the 
souls of the Prophets will come to visit them, and Almighty 
Allah will settle all their requests with Him, 

Verily, as for those who die bearing malice towards the 
Household of Muhammad, they will die as unbelievers. 
Verily, as for those who die bearing love for the Household 
of Muhammad, they will die as believers and I guarantee 
Paradise for them. 

Verily, as for those who die bearing malice towards the 
Houschold of Muhammad, they will have the following 
script written between their eyes on the Judgment Day, 
“Excluded from the Mercy of Almighty Allah.” 

Verily, as for those who die bearing malice towards the 
Household of Muhammad, they will not even smell the 
fragrance of Paradise. 

Verily, as for those who die bearing malice towards the 
Houschold of Muhammad, they will come out of their graves 
with black faces.” 


38 
Ahmad ibn al-Hasan ibn Muhammad al-Nayshabari narrated 
in bis book from Muhammad ibn al-Husayn al-Ajuri from 
Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Al-"Izzi from Qutaybah ibn Said 


from Jarir from Mughirah from Muhammad ibn ‘Amr ibn Abi- 


Salamah from Tbn “Abbas who said: 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


*Ali to me is like my blood to my body. Those who accept 
his authority are guided to the true path, Those who love 
him are taking the right course. Those who follow him will 
be saved (from deviation), Verily, “AIT is the fourth of the 
four ones who shall dwell the highest class of Paradise. They 
are al-Hasan, al-Husayn, *Ali, and 1."° 
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39 
ALSharif al-Hasan ibn Hamzah al-Alawi narrated from 
“Ubaydullah ibn Musa from al-Zuhri from “Urwah from Ibn 
“Abbas who said: 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


To shake hands with “Alvis to shake hands with me, and to 
shake hands with me is to shake hands with the corners of 
the Divine Throne. And to embrace “AIT is to embrace me, 
and to embrace me is to embrace all the Prophets. If one 
shakes hands with him who loves “All, Almighty Allah will 
forgive all of the sins and will allow him to enter Paradise 
without judgment"! 


40 

The righteous Shaykh, Abu-‘Abdullah al-Husayn ibn 
‘Abdullah al-Qati'i narrated from Abu’l-Hasan Muhammed 
ibn Ahmad al-Hashimi al-Manguri from Abu-Musa “Isa ibn 
Alimad from *All ibn Muhammad (Imam al-Hadi) from his 
father from “Ali ibn Musa al-Rida from his father from Ja’ far 
ibn Muhammad from his father from “Ali ibn al-Husayn from 
his father from Qanbar (Imam ‘Ali's servant) who said: 

I was once with Amir al-Mu'minin on the shore of the River 

Euphrates when he took his shirt off and entered the river. 

A big wave came and pulled his shirt into water, When he 

came out and could not find his shirt, he felt deeply upset. 

After a while, a sound called upon him, saying, “O Ab@'l- 

Hasan: look to your right side and take that which you will 

see." 


Imam ‘Ali turned 


ight to the right side and found a 
wrapped package in which he found a rolled shirt. As he was 
putting on the shirt, a piece of paper fell down from its 
pocket. The following seript was written in that paper: 
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“In the name of Allah, the All-beneficent, the All-merciful, 
‘This is a present from the All-powerful, the All-wise Lord to 
“Al ibn Abi-Yalib. This is Hardin (Prophet Aaron) ibn 
“Imran’s shirt. “Thus it was, and We gave these as an 
inheritance to another people. (44:28)""" 


41 
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Abmad narrated from 
Muhammad ibn al-Husayn from Ibrahim ibn Hashim from 
Muhammad ibn Sinan from Ziyad ibn Mundhir from Sa‘id ibn 
Turayf from al-Asbagh ibn Nubatah from Ibn ‘Abbas who 
said: 


T heard the Messenger of Allah saying: 

“O people: Be it known to you that Almighty Allah has made 
for you a gate; if you enter from it, you will be escaped 
Hellfire and the Supreme Horror.” 

Abii-Sa‘id al-KhidrT stood up and said, “O Allah's 
Messenger: Please guide us to this gate so that we can 
recognize it.” 

The Holy Prophet replied, “This gate is “Ali ibn Abi- 
the chief of the Prophets’ successors, the Commander of the 
Believers, the Brother of the Messenger of the Lord of the 
Worlds, and the representative of Almighty Allah on all 
humankind, 


© people: If you want to lay hold on the firmest handle that 
shall never break off, then you must be loyal to the 
(Divinely commissioned) leadership of “Ali ibn Abi-Talib. 
Verily, to be loyal to *Ali is to be loyal to me and to obey 
him is to obey me. 


94 


pity Boal oe GAS 8 


ge BS Gf GN oo ati 


coll al La 925 SGU Gl 
“ih SS tn a 


wh Ae atl al G5 ae 5” 298 


SGN 5 ated sly 


95 


ONE HUNDRED VICTUES OF IMAM ALI AND THE HOLY IMAMS 


© people: If you want to know Almighty Allah's argument 
(on you), you must recognize “Ali ibn Abi-['alib. 


© people: If you want to be loyal to Almighty Allah and to 
His Messenger, you must follow °Ali ibn Abi-Talib and the 
Imams from my progeny, for they are the keepers of my 
knowledge.” 


‘Then, Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah al-Angari asked, “What is the 
number of those Imams?” 


‘The Holy Prophet replied, “O Jabir, may Allah have mercy 
on you, You have asked me about the entire Islam. 


‘Their number is the same as the number of the months, 
which is twelve in number with Allah as is fixed in His Book 
since the day He created the heavens and the earth, 


‘Their number is the same as the number of the springs that 
gushed for (Prophet) Misa (Moses) son of “Imran when he 
stroke the rock with his staff; so, there gushed from it 
twelve springs. 


‘Their number is the same as the number of the chieftains of 
the Israelites. Concerning this, Almighty Allah has said (in 
the Holy Qur'an), “We raised from among them twelve 
chieftains. 


© Jabir! The Imams are thus twelve in number, The first of 
them is “Ali ibn AbI-TAlib and the last of them is al-Mahdi, 
the Riser—peace be upon them all,”* 
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42) 
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn al-Iusayn ibn Musa narrated from al- 
Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Sa’id from Purat ibn Ibrahim from 
Abmad ibn Musa from Abt-Hamid Ahmad ibn Dawad from 
“Alt ibn Yahya from Suwayd from Yazid ibn Rabi’ from ‘Amr 
ibn Dinar from Tawas from Ibn “Abbas who said: 


One day, after he led the congregational *Asr (afternoon) 
Prayer, the Holy Prophet stood up and said, “Those of you 
who love me and love my family may now follow me.” 


We all therefore followed him until we reached the house of 
Lady Fatimah. As he knocked on the door slightly, “Ali ibn 
Abi-Talib, putting on a cloak, came out with his hands 
stained with clay. The Holy Prophet asked him to tell the 
attendants about what had happened the last day, 


Imam Ali replied, “Yes, 1 will do. May Allah accept my 
father and mother as ransoms for you, Allah's Messenger! It 
was Zubr (noon) Prayer time and I wanted to perform the 
ritual ablution (vada?) but T could not find water. 1 
therefore sent my two sons, al-Hasan and al-Lusayn, to 
bring me some water, but they took a long time. Then I 
heard a voice calling upon me and saying, “O Abw'l-Hasan! 
Come to your right side”. As T turned my face to my right 
side, I saw there a golden vessel, which was hung down, It 
had water as white as snow and as sweet as honey. It gave a 
fragrance of rose, I therefore performed my ritual ablution 
(wada’) from that water, drank some of it, and poured on 
my head a few drops whose coolness reached my heart.” 


‘The Holy Prophet asked “Ali, “Do you have any idea from 
where that vessel was?” 
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“Ali ibn AbI-Talib replied, “Verily, Almighty Allah and His 
Messenger know better.” 


‘The Holy Prophet said, “The vessel was one of the vessels of 
Paradise. The water was taken from beneath the Tree of 
Blessing (taba) ~or from the Cistern of Kawthar--. ‘The drop 
‘was from beneath the Divine Throne.” 


‘Then the Holy Prophet embraced him, kissed his forehead, 
and said to him, “O my dear! He whose servant was 
Archangel must enjoy an elevated rank and standing in the 
view of Almighty Allah.” 


43 

Al-Sharif Abu-Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad 
ibn “Isa a-‘AlawT narrated from Muhammad ibn Ahmad al- 
Katib from Hammad ibn Mihran from “Abdul-"Azim ibn 
“Abdullih al-Hasant from Muhammad ibn ‘Ali from 
Muhammad ibn Kathir from Isma’il ibn Ziyad Al-Bazzéz from 
Abu-Idris from Rafi’, the manumitted slave of ‘Atishah who 
said: 


Twas a young boy serving “A'ishah, and when the Holy 
Prophet would be with her, I used to be near them to serve, 
One day, while the Holy Prophet was with her, the door was 
knocked. I opened the door and it was a maid with a covered 
dish, so I went back and told *A'ishah who asked me to 
bring her in, She came in and put the dish in front of 
*Rishah who brought it before the Holy Prophet, So, he 
started eating from the dish and the maid left. Then, the 
Holy Prophet said, “I wish that the Commander of the 
Believers, the Master of Muslims, and the leader of the 
pious was here eating with me.” 


‘Rishah said, “O Allah's Messenger: Whom do you mean 
having all of these titles?” 
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‘The Holy Prophet did not answer. Then he repeated what he 
had said, and *Aishah repeated the same question. The 
Moly Prophet did not answer. Then the door was knocked 
again. As T opened it, it was “Ali ibn Abi-Talib at the door. I 
went back and informed the Holy Prophet who asked me to 
let him in, 

‘The Holy Prophet then said, “O Abu'l-Hasan: Welcome. 1 
wished for you twice and then when you did not show, 1 
asked Almighty Allah to bring you for me, Now, sit down 
and cat with me.” 


‘Then “Ali sat down and ate with the Holy Prophet who said 
to him, “O ‘Ali: May Almighty Allah fight those who will 
fight you, and may He be the enemy of your enemies.” 
*Rishah said, “Who will fight him and who will be his 
enemy?” 

‘The Holy Prophet replied, “It will be you and those with you 
who will fight him; they will put their hands with you, and 
you will be pleased with that as you will not reject it."* 


44 


Al-Hasan ibn Hamzah narrated from ‘Alt ibn Muhammad ibn 
Qutaybah from al-Fadl ibn Shadhan from Muhammad ibn 


Ziyad from Jamil ibn Salih from Ja’far ibn Muhammad (Imam 
al-Sadiq) from hii 
Ali who said: 

‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


Fatimah is the blood inside my heart; her two sons are the 
fruit of my heart; her husband is my eyesight; and the 
Imams, her descendants, are my Lord's trustees and His 
rope that is extended between His ereatures and Him, Those 
who lay hold on them will be saved while those who lag 
behind will fall." 


father from his father from al-Husayn ibn 
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AS. 
Abt-’Abdullah Muhammad ibn Wahban al-Sali narrated from 
Ahmad ibn Aman al-’Amiri from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abdullah ibn 
“Utbah ibn “Abdullah ibn Mas'td from his father from his 
grandfather “Abdullah ibn Mas’ td who said: 
I heard the Messenger of Allah saying: 
“The sun has two sides: one side gives light to the 
inhabitants of the heavens and the other side gives light to 
the inhabitants of the earth, On both sides, there is a script. 
Do you know what the scripts that are written on both the 
sides of the sons are?” 


We replied, “Almighty Allah and His Messenger know 
better.” 


‘The Holy Prophet said, “The script on the side towards the 
heavens reads, “Allah is the light of the heavens and the 
earth” 


‘The writing on the side towards the earth reads, “Ali is the 
light of the earth.""” 


46 

Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ayyub al-Hafiz narrated from 
‘Ahmad ibn Ziyad from “Ali ibn Ibrahim from his father from al- 
Rayyan ibn al-Salt who said: T heard "Ali ibn Misa al-Rida 
saying that he heard Masa ibn Ja’far saying that he heard Ja’far 
ibn Muhammad saying that he heard Muhammad ibn “Ali saying 
that he heard °Ali ibn al-usayn saying that he heard al-Husayn 
ibn “Ali saying that he heard “Ali Amir al-Mu'minin saying that 
he heard the Messenger of Allah saying that he heard Archangel 
Gabriel saying that he heard Almighty Allah saying: 

“Ali ibn AbI-Palib is my decisive argument against My 

creatures. He is My light in My land and the trustee of My 

knowledge. 1 will not decide Hellfire for those who recognize 

him even if they may disobey Me, and I will not decide 

Paradise for those who deny him even if they obey Me.” 
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a7 

Abi-Muhammad Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-Madhar 

Khayy 

Nuh from Ibn Mahbtb from ‘AIT ibn al-Rayyan from Malak 

ibn “Atiyyah from Ja’far ibn Muhammad (Imam al-Sadiq) 

from his father from ‘Ali ibn al. Husayn from his father who 
said: 

‘The Messenger of Allah told ‘Alt ibn Ab 
© Abul-Hasan: If the faith and good deeds of all creatures 
are put on a scale of a balance and your good deeds that you 
do on a single day are put on the other seale, the scale 
carrying your good decds on a single day shall undoubtedly 
be preponderant over the other scale that carries the good 
deeds of all creatures. 


During the Battle of Ubud, Almighty Allah took pride in you 
over His Favorite Angels. 


He removed the screens of the Seven Skies on that day; 
so, Paradise and its inhabitants aspired after you. 
‘Your deed on that day pleased the Lord of the Worlds; 


He therefore will award you for your deed on that day that 
which will make all the Prophets, Messengers, the veracious 
ones, and the martyrs hope that they would gain it.’” 
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48 

Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Sulayman narrated from Ja'far ibn 
Muhammad from Ya'qub ibn Yazid from Safwan ibn Yahya 
from Dawtd ibn al-Husayn from “Umar ibn Udhaynah from 
Ja‘far ibn Muhammad (Imam al-Sadiq) from his father from 
Ali ibn al-Husayn from his father who said: 
The Messenger of Allah said: 

OAK: 

of Mary: 


In my nation, you are just like the Messiah Jesus son 


His people separated into three groups: 
a group believed in him and they were the Disciples; 
another group incurred his hostility and they were the Jews; 


and the third group exaggerated about his status and they 
are thus out of the circle of belief. 


Likewise, my nation will separate into three groups: 


a group is your Shi°ah (followers) and they are the true 
believers; 


another group is your enemies and they are those who doubt 
your elevated rank; 


and a third group will be those who exaggerate your status 
and they are disbelievers. 


Therefore, you, ‘Ali, as well as your Shi"ah and those who 
love your Shi'ah, will be in Paradise, While your enemies 
and those who exaggerate about you will be in Hellfire.” 
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49 


Harn ibn Musa narrated from Ja'far ibn “Ali al-Daqqaq from 


al-Harith ibn Muhammad from Sa’id ibn Kathir from 


Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, known as Shalgin, from Ja’ far ibn 
Mubammad (Imam al-Sadiq) from his father from Jabir ibn 
“Abdullah al-Angari who said: 
Theard the Messenger of Allah saying: 
“All ibn Abi-Talib will be the first to enter Paradise from 
amongst the Prophets and the Veracious ones.” 


Hearing this, Abi-Dujanah stood up and asked, “O Allah's 
Messenger: You have informed us that Paradise will not be 
opened before the Prophets before I precede them there, 
and, similarly, it will not be opened before the other nations 
before your nation precede them there, have you no! 


The Holy Prophet answered, “Yes, I have. Yet, you should 
have known that the standard-bearer of any nation precedes 
them all to any place. Thus, as long as “Ali will be the 
bearer of the Standard of al-Hamd on the Resurrection Day 
and he will be in front of me, he will precede me to 
Paradise, since he is my standard-bearer. He will bear the 
standard and I will be behind him." 


His face was delighted out of happiness, ‘Ali stood up and 
said, “AIl praise be to Allah Who has honored us through 
you, © Allah’s Messenge 
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50 
Aba-Muhammad Harun ibn Musa al-Tal‘akbari narrated from 
“Abd al-'Aziz ibn “Abdullah from Ja‘far ibn Muhammad from 
“Abd al-Karim from Qaymaz al-’Attar Abu-Qamar from 
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Walid from Rabi’ Ibn al-Jarrah 
from al-A*mash from Abu-Wa’il from “Abdullah ibn Mas‘ad 
who said: 


‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


When Almighty Allah created Adam and breathed into him 
of His Spirit, Adam sneezed and said, ‘All praise be to 
Allah." 


Answering him, Almighty Allah revealed to him saying, ‘My 
servant: You have praised Me. I swear by My Glory and 
Magnificence that had it not been for two servants that I 
want to create, I would not have created you.” 


‘Adam asked, ‘My Lord: Will these two be from my 
descendants?” 


Almighty Allah answered, ‘Yes, they will. O Adam: Raise 
your head and look up.’ 


As Adam did, he found the following script written on the 
Divine Throne: There is no god save Allah; Muhammad is 
the Messenger of Allah and the Prophet of Mercy. “Ali will 
put into effect the decisive Argument (of Almighty Allah 
against Ilis creatures). Those who recognize the right of 
“Al's shall be pure and free of condemnation, while those 
who will deny his right shall be cursed and shall fail. I swear 
by My Glory that I shall decide Paradise for those who will 
obey him even if they will disobey Me; and I swear by My 
Glory that I shall decide Hellfire for those who will disobey 
him even if they will obey Me." 
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51 
Abo-’Abdullah al-Husayn ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Abwal 
narrated to us at al-Muhammadiyyah rom al-Husayn ibn Ja'far from 
‘Mubammad ibn Ya'qub from Muhammad ibn “Isé from Nasr ibn 
‘Hammad from Shu'bah ibn al-Hajjaj from Ayyub al-Sakhtiyani from 
fi” from ‘Abdullah ibn "Umar who said; 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 
He who really seeks for reliance on Almighty Allah must love 
my Household (Ahl al-Bayt). 
He who really secks for salvation from Hellfire must love my 
Household. 
He who really seeks for wisdom must love my Household, 
He who really sceks for Paradise without being called for 
reckoning must love my Household. 
T swear by Allah that if one loves my Household, he shall be 
winning in this world as well as the Next World.” 


52, 
Muhammad ibn ‘Imad al-Tustari narrated from Muhammad ibn 
Abmad ibn Idris from Muhammad ibn “Abdullah al-Isbahani from 
his father from Hashim from Yunus ibn “Ubayd from al-Hasan al- 
Basri from ‘Abdullah who said: 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 
On the Judgment Day, “Ali ibn Abi-Talib will sit on the highest 
class of Paradise, a mountain which has risen higher than 
Paradise and nothing higher than it except the Divine Throne. 
From the versant of this mountain, the rivers of Paradise blast 
and flow into the gardens of Paradise. * Ali will be sitting on a 
chair made of light and the river of Tasnim will run in front of 
him. No one will be allowed to cross the Discriminating Bridge 
(sirdt) without having a pass confirming his loyalty to “Ali and 
his Household. Overseeing Paradise and Hellfire, “Ali will 
allow those who loved him to enter Paradise and will send 
those who bore malice towards him to Hellfire." 
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53 

Abt-Mubammad Haran ibn Masa narrated from Muhammed 
ibn al-Husayn al-Khath'ami from ‘Ali ibn Ka’b, who has 
dictated this report to al-Husayn ibn Thabit al-Jammal from 
his father from al-A°mash from Shafiq ibn Maslamah from 
Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman who said: 

One day, the Holy Prophet stood up, kissed “Ali ibm Abi- 

‘Talib's forehead, and said, 


© Abu'l-Hasan; You are just like one of my organs; you will 
reside wherever I reside. Verily, you will enjoy a high rank 
in Paradise, which is the right of intervention (wasilah), 
Bliss and happiness be for you and for your Shiaht™ 


54 
Sahl ibn Ahmad al-Dibaji narrated from Muhammad ibn 
Muhammad ibn al-Ash’ath in Egypt from Masa ibn Isma‘il 
from his father Isma°il ibn Musa from his father Masa ibn 
Ja°far (Imam al-Kazim) from his father Ja°far ibn Muhammad 
from his father Muhammad ibn ‘AIT from his father “Ali ibn 
al-Husayn from his father al-Husayn ibn “Ali who said: 


The Messenger of Allah said: 


‘As T entered Paradise, 1 saw the following script written 
with light on its gate: 


“There is no god save Allah. Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allah. “Ali is the intimate servant of Allah, Fatimah is the 
chosen servant of Allah, Al-Hasan and al-Husayn are the 
selected servants of Allah. Allah’s Mercy be on those who 
Tove them; and Allah's curse be on those who hate them.*° 
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55) 
Muhammad ibn “Abdullah ibn “Abdullah al-Hafiz narrated 
from Ja’far ibn ‘Ali al-Daggaq from “Abdullah ibn 


Muhammad al-Katib from Sulayman ibn al-Rabi’ from Nasr 
ibn Muzahim from ‘Ali ibn ‘Abdullah from al-Ash‘ath from 


Damarah from AbU-Dharr who said: 


The Holy Prophet looked at “Ali ibn Abi-Talib and said 
about him: 


‘This is the best of the past and the coming generations of 
the inhabitants of the heavens and the (layers of the) earth, 


‘This is the master of the veracious ones, the adornment of 
the Prophets’ successors, the leader of the pious ones, and 
the chief of the white-forchead ones (i.e. the inhabitants of 
Paradise), 


On the Resurrection Day, ‘Ali will ride on a Paradisiacal 
camel whose light will fill in the yard of the Resurrection. 
He will put a crown inlaid with aquamarine and corundum, 
Seeing this, the angels will say, “This one must be a Favorite 
‘Angel,’ while the Prophets will say, ‘This must be a 
Missioned Prophet.’ 


From inside the Divine Throne, a call will come, ‘This is the 
Greatest Veracious. This is the Successor of Almighty 
Allah's most beloved one. This is “Alt ibn Abi-Talib," 


“AH will stand on top of Hellfire from which he will save 
those whom he love and will send those whom he does not 
love therein, Similarly, he will stand at the gates of Paradise 
to allow his followers and Shi’ah to enter therein from any 
gate they will choose without settling them to account.”” 
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56 
Abi l-Hasan Muhammad ibn Ja‘far al-Nahawi narrated from 
his father from Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn “Ali al-Qaz.wini 
from Ahmad ibn Dawud from Muhammad ibn Salih from al- 
‘Abbas ibn al-Rabi” from “Ismah ibn Isma‘il from Abu- 
‘Ma’ shar from Abu-Hurayrah who said: 


‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


When I was ascended to the Seventh Heaven (on the 
Asconsion Night), I heard a call coming directly from under 
the Divine Throne and saying, “Verily, ‘All is the sign of 
true guidance and the Successor of my most-beloved one 
(ie, the Holy Prophet Muhammad). You may announce 
this.” 


When I came down from the heavens, I forgot to announce 
so, Therefore, Almighty Allah revealed to me the following, 
‘verse: “O Messenger! Deliver what has been revealed to you 
from your Lord; and if you do it not, then you have not 
delivered His message, and Allah will protect you from the 
people; surely Allah will not guide the unbelieving people. 
(5/67)"" 


57 
Al-Mu’fa ibn Zakariyya, the judge, narrated from Muhammad 
Ton Mazid from Abi-Kurayb Muhammad ibn al-"Ala' from 
Ismail ibn Sabih from Abu-Yunus from Muhammad ibn al- 
Munkadir from Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah al-Ansari who said: 
The Messenger of Allah said to “Ali ibn Abi-Talib: 
“Are you not pleased that your position to me is the same as 
the position of (Prophet) Aaron to (Prophet) Moses; yet, no 
Prophet is to come after me? If there had been one to be, it 
would have definitely been you." 
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58 
Abt-Muhammad al-Iasan ibn “Ali ibn ‘Abdullah al-‘Alawt 
al-Tabarl narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn “Abdullah 
from his grandfather from his father from Hammad ibn ‘Isa 
from “Umar ibn Udhaynah from Aban ibn Abi-’Ayyash from 
Sulaym ibn Qays al-Hilali from Salman al-Muhammadi who 
sai 


Tonce visited the Holy Prophet and saw al-Husayn sitting in 
his lap and the Holy Prophet was kissing his forehead and 
lips, saying, 

You are verily Sayyid (master), the son of a Sayyid, and the 
father of the Sayyids, 


You are Imam, the son of Imam, and the father of the 
Imams. 


You are Allah's decisive argument, the son of Allah's 
decisive argument, and the father of the nine Arguments. 


‘The ninth of them is the Riser." 
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59 

Ab@'l-Qasim ‘Ubayduilah ibn al-Hasan ibn Muhammad al- 
Saktini narrated from al-Hasan ibn ibn Muhammad al-Bujali 
from Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn al-Husayn ibn Zayd ibn “Alt from 
his father from his grandfather al-Husayn ibn Zayd from 
Ja‘far ibn Muhammad (Imam al-Sadiq) from his father from 
his father “Ali ibn al-Husayn from his father who sai 

Once, Imam “Al Amir al-Mu'minin said, “May Allah's curse 

be upon him who denies my being the fourth khafifah 

(Vicegerent).” 


Al-Husayn ibn Zayd narrated that he, having heard this 
tradition, asked Imam al-Sadiq, “You have narrated something 
that may be contrary to this. Anyhow, you never tell lies.” 
Answering him, the Imam said, 
This is true. In his Decisive Book, Almighty Allah says, “And 
when your Lord said to the angels, I am going to place in 
the earth a vicegerent (khalifah) 2/30) So, (Prophet) Adam 
was the first khalifah of Almighty Allah, 


On another place in the Holy Qur'an, Almighty Allah also 
says, “O David! Verily, we have appointed you as a khalifah 
in the earth. (38:26)" So, Prophet David is the second 
Aalifah, 


Almighty Allah has also said, “Moses said to Aaron, ‘Take 
my place (i.e, be my khalifal) among my people. (7:142).” 
So, Prophet Aaron is the third khalifah, 

“Ali is the Ahalifah of Muhammad (5), Hence, May Allah's 


curse be upon him who denies my being the fourth 
ahatifan.”! 
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60 
Aba-Hafg "Umar ibn Ibrahim ibn Ahmad ibn Kathir al-Migari 
narrated from “Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-'Aziz. al- 
Baghawi from “Abdullah ibn “Umar from ‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Umayr 
from Salim al-Bazzaz from Abu-Hurayrah who sai 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 
“Ali ibn Abi-Talib, Fatimah, al-Mlasan and al-Hlusayn are the 
most preferred of this nation after me. May Allah's curse be 
upon whoever claims the opposite.”*” 


él 
Abt’|-Tayyib Muhammad ibn al-Iusayn al-Taymali narrated from 
“Ali ibn alAbbas from Bakkar ibn Ahmad from Nasr ibn Muzahim 
from Ziyad ibn al-Mundhir from al-Mundhir from Salman [the 
Persian] who said: 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 
© Salman: those who love Fatimah, my daughter, will be 
with me in Paradise; and those who bear malice towards her 
will be in Hellfire, 
O Salman: The love for Fatimah will be helpful in one 
hundred difficult instances the least of which will be (1) at 
the hour of death, (2) in the grave, (3) at the Scale 
(measuring the deeds of people), (4) the gathering of people 
on the Judgment Day, (5) the Discriminating Bridge, (6) the 
display (of the Records of Deeds), and (7) the Calling to 
Account. 
As for those with those with whom my daughter Fatimah is 
pleased, I am pleased with them. Verily, Almighty Allah will 
be pleased with those who please me. 
As for those with whom my daughter Fatimah is displeased, 
I am displeased with them. Verily, Almighty Allah will be 
displeased with those who displease me. 
© Salman: Woe be unto those who wrong her and wrong her 
husband, “Ali Amir al-Mu'minin, Woe be unto those who 
wrong her adherents (Shi’ah) and her offspring.” 
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62 
Abi'l-Hasan Ahmad ibn al-Hasan al-Dabhak al-Razi narrated 
to us at the city of Ray from Hamzah ibn ‘Abdullah al-Maliki 
from “Abdullah ibn Muhammad Rasmawayh from Ibn 
Harimah from Anas ibn Malik who said: 
One day, the Messenger of Allah asked me to saddle his 
mule; so, T did, I followed him, he rode on it and drove it 
towards the house of ‘Ali Amir al-Mu'minin, The Holy 
Prophet asked me to saddle ‘Ali's mule too; so, I did. T 
followed them, they both rode and directed towards a 
vividly green land, As they rode off there, a whitish cloud 
shaded them. When I came closer, I heard a loud voice 
greeting them and saying, “Peace and Allah's merey and 
blessings be upon you both.” They responded to the 
greeting. It was Archangel Gabriel who descended and the 
Holy Prophet and he retired to a place for a considerable 
time, When the angel ascended to the heavens, the Holy 
Prophet called at “Ali and handed him over an apple on 
which the following script is written out of the limitless 
power of Almighty Allah: 


“This is a present from the Predominant Lord to His 
Representative, “Aliibn Abi-[alib.”"™ 


63 

Abil-’Abdullah Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Ayyub al- 
Hafiz narrated from Abu-Ali Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ja’ far al- 
Sawli from Muhammad ibn al-Husayn from Hafs ibn “Umar from 
Abi-Mu’awiyah who said that al-A'mash onee said to him, “May I 
report to you a tradition that you will never prefer anything to it? 
Abi-Mu’awiyah said, “Yes, you may.” AI-A’mash said that Aba- 
Wa’il told him alone from ‘Abdullah ibn “Umar that the Messenger 
of Allah said: 

“Archangel Gabriel told me: “AN is the best of human 

beings; and whoever denies it will have disbelieved." 
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64 
Al-Hasan ibn Ahmad ibn Sakhtawayh al-Mujawir narrated 
from Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Baghdadi from ‘Isa ibn 
Mihran from Yahya ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Hamani from Qays 
ibn Rabi'ah from al-A’mash from Abu-Wa'il from “Abdullah 
ibn Mas‘td who said: 


‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


‘The first inhabitant of the heavens who betook ‘Ati ibn Abi- 
Talib as brother was Archangel Israfil. Then Archangel 
Michael and Archangel Gabriel did so. The first inhabitants 
of the heavens who loved “Ali were the Bearers of the Divine 
‘Throne followed by Ridwan, the Caretaker of Paradise, and 
then the Angel of Death. 


Verily, the Angle of Death asks Almighty Allah's mercy for 
those who love “AH ibn Abi-Talib in the same way as he 
does for the Prophets,” 


65 
Talhah ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Zakariyya al- 
Nayshabiiri narrated from Sinan ibn “Abd al-Rahman from 
‘Ali ibn ‘Abdullah ibn “Abdul-Hamid from Hushaym ibn 
Bashir from Shu'bah ibn al-Tajjaj from “Ali ibn Thabit from 
Abi-Sa'id al-Khidri from Ibn “Abbas who said: 


I heard the Messenger of Allah saying: 


On the Ascension Night, I was taken to Paradise where I saw a 
light that was so shining that it flashed in my face, When 1 
asked him about that light, Archangel Gabriel said, “O 
Mubammad: This is neither sunlight nor moonlight; rather, it 
‘came from the teeth of one of the Paradisiacal maidens of “Ali 
b. As she came out of her palace and saw you, she 
smiled. She will keep on wandering in Paradise until “Ali ibn 
Abi-Taib, the Commander of the Believers, will enter it.” 
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66 

Abdullah Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Abt- 
tab al-Sawti from Isma°il ibn ‘Ali al-Di'bili from his 
father from “Aly ibn Musa al-Rida from his father from Ja’ far 
ibn Muhammad (al-Sadiq) from his father from “Ali ibn al- 
Husayn from his father who said: 
The Messenger of Allah said to ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib: 

“0 ‘Ali: You are the best of human beings. He who doubts it 

will have disbelieved."™ 


67 
Sharif Aba-Muhammad al-Hasan ibn Muhammad al-’Alawr 
al-Husayni narrated from Muhammad ibn Zakariyya from al- 
“Abbas ibn Bakkir from Abu-Bakr al-Hudhall from “Ikrimah 
from Tbn “Abbas who said: 
‘the Messenger of Allah said to “Abd al-Rabman ibn * Awf: 


© ‘Abdul-Rahman: You (all) are my companions, but “Alt 
ibn Abi-Talib is part of me and T am part of him. So, 
whoever compares him to anyone else will have been unfair 
to mo; and whoever is unfair to me will have harmed me; 
and whoever harms me will be exposed to my Lord's curse, 


© ‘Abdul-Rabman; Verily, Almighty Allah has revealed to 
me a perspicuous Book and ordered me to explain that 
whieh is revealed for all the people except “Ali ibn Abi-Talib 
for he does not need to be taught. 


Verily, Almighty Allah has made “Ali's eloquence and 
knowledge as same as my eloquence and knowledge. 


If forbearance were to be represented by a human being, it 
would certainly be “All ibn Abi~| 


ilib who represents it. 
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If excellence were to be represented by a person, it would 
certainly be al-Hasan who represents it. 

If prudence were to be represented by a character, it would 
certainly be al-Husaya who represents it. 

If decency were to be represented by an appearance, it 
would certainly be Fasimah who represents it, Moreover, 
she is even greater than this. 


Verily, my daughter Fatimah is the most preferred of all the 
inhabitants of this earth in origin, priority, and dignity.” 
68 
The judge Al-Mu'af’ ibn Zakariyya narrated from Tbrahim ibn Fadl 
from al-Fadl ibn Yusuf from al-ITasan ibn Sabir from Waki’ from 
Hushiam ibn “Urwah from his father from “A’ishah who said: 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


“To mention “ALi ibn Abi-Talib is a kind of worshipping 
Almighty Allah.””” 


69 
Abo'l-Qasim Ja‘far ibn Masrar al-Lahham narrated from al- 
Husayn ibn Mubammad from Ibrahim ibn Muhammad from 
Bilal from Ibrahim ibn Salih al-Inmati from “Abdul-Semad 
from Ja‘far ibn Muhammad (Imam al-Sadiq) from his father 
from “Ali ibn al-Husayn from his father who said: 
‘The Holy Prophet was once asked to explain the following 
holy (Qur'anic) verse: “As for those who believe and do 
good, for them is bliss (sia) and a beautiful place of return. 
3:29)" 
He answered, “This verse was revealed to convey the future 
manners of “Ali, the Commander of the Believers. 
Taba is a (Paradisiacal) tree that is situated in the house of 
“Ali that lies in the highest class of Paradise (namely, al- 
firdaws). There is no tree in Paradise but the tree of 
holds a branch of it.”! 
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70 
AbU'L-Qasim "Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Sulayman ibn 
Hanninah al-Bazzaz narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad al- 
Baghawi from al-Hasan ibn ‘Arafah from Zajr ibn Hain from Jamil 
ibn al-Tawil from Anas from ‘A’ishah who said: 


T heard the Messenger of Allah saying: 


“Alt is verily the best of all human beings. Whoever doubts 
this will have dishelieved.” 


Some people asked her, “Why did you then wage war against 
him’ 


She answered, “T swear by Allah that I did not do so out of 
my own desire; rather it was Talzah and al-Zubayr who 
induced me to do so." 


71 
‘Abu-Bakr Muhammad ibn “Abdullah ibn Hamdin ibn al-Fadl, 
the jurisprudent, narrated from the judge “Abd al-Rahman ibn 
al-Hasan from Ibrahim ibn al-Husayn from Shah “Abdullah 
ibn Salamah al-Saghir from Shu'bah ibn al-HTajjaj from Aba- 
Raja’ al-Aqiar from Samarah who said: 


‘The Holy Prophet used to come to his companions evry 
‘morning to ask them about their dreams. 

One mornng, the Holy Prophet himself narrated his dream, 
which was as follows: 

1 saw in dream Hamzah, my uncle, and Ja*far, my cousin, 
sitting and holding a dish of lotes from which they were 
eating, Immediately, that lote turned into ripe dates from 
which they also ate, 

1 asked them, “According to your conclusion, what are the 
best deeds one may prepare for the Next World?” 

‘They answered, “hese are three: prayer, love for “Ali ibn 
Abi-Talib, and secret almsgiving."” 
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T2 
Aba’ l-Faraj Mubammad ibn al-Muzaffar ibn Qays al-Mugri' narrated 
from al-Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Sa’id from Surabah ibn Ibrahim 
from *Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Mukhallad from Ja’far ibn Hifz from 
Muhammad ibn Ismail from Zayd ibn ‘Ayyad from Safwan ibn 
Salman from Salman ibn Yasar from Ibn “Abbis who said: 


‘The Messenger of Allah said: 

“All ibn Abi-Talib to me is like my skin. 
“Ali to me is like my flesh. 

“Alto me is like my bones. 


“Ali to me is like the blood that flows in my veins. 

“Ali is my brother, my heir among my household, and my 
vicegerent among my people. He repays my debts and 
fulfills my commitments. 

“Ali is my representative in the world when T die.” 


73 
Abt'l-Faraj Muhammad ibn al-Mugaffar ibn Ahmad ibn Sa°id al- 
Daggaq narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from Muhammad iba 
Mansur from “Uthman ibn Abi-Shaybah from Jarir from Muhammad 
ibn Yasar from al-Fadi iba Hardin from Abi-Hirin al-Abdi from 
Abi-Bakr ‘Abdullah ibn “Uthmin who said 
1 was once with the Holy Prophet in the orchard of ‘Amir 
ibn Sa‘d, which was located in Valley *Aqiq. As we were 
walking through the orchard, we heard a date tree shouting 
at another. "Do you know what the palm tree said?” asked 
the Holy Prophet. 
We replied, “Almighty Allah and His Messenger know best.” 
The Holy Prophet said, “The palm tree shouted ‘This is the 
Messenger of Allah, Muhammad, whose successor is ‘Ali 
ibn Abi-Talib.” 
Since that day, the Holy Prophet named this palm tree as 
‘al-sayhaui-- The shouting palm tree.” 
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74 


Abul-Hasan “Al ibn Muhammad al-Razi narrated from al- 
Tasan ibn “Ali al-Wafawi from al-‘Abbas ibn Bakkar al- 


Dabbi from Abu-Bakr al-Huhali from “Ikrimah who said: 
Ton “Abbas was asked about the Household of the Holy 
Prophet; so, he described them as follows: 
The Household of Muhammad are those who teach pity, give 
magnanimously, forsake yearnings, and obliterate 
catastrophes. 


They are neither interested in the worldly pleasures nor do 
they have worldly ambitions, nor are they rudely coarse, 
They are thus aware all the time. 


‘They are the best horsemen, the stars in murk, the oceans of 
generosity, and the extremely remote from bias. 


They are the chiefs of all chiefs, the masters of all masters, 
the aiders of the needy, and the brave lions. 


‘They are those who attend to their prayers constantly, give 
alms generously, do good deeds incessantly, and forbid 
evildoings.”° 
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re) 
Abi-Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn Yusuf ibn Mamawayh al- 
Isbahani narrated in Nayshabir from Hamid ibn Muhammad 


al-Harawi from “Ali ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from Muhammad 
ibn ‘Ukashah from Muhammad ibn Salamah from Khasraf 


from Mujahid who said 


As he was asked about “Ali ibn AbI-Talib, ‘Abdullah ibn 
“Abbas said to the asker: 


By Allah I swear, you have mentioned one of the two 
Weighty Things. It is he who preceded all others in uttering 
the Two Testimonies” (testifying to Almighty Allah being 
the One and Only God and testifying to Muhammad being 
His Messenger); and it is he who offered the prayers to the 
two directions (Jerusalem and Makkah); and it is he who 
paid the two homages. 


He is also the father of the two grandsons of the Holy 
Prophet—al-Hasan and al-Husayn; and the one for whom 
the sun was turned back twice after it has set from the 
horizons; and it is he who unsheathed his sword twice; and 
it is he who managed the two battles—Badr and Hunayn, 


His parable in this nation is like the parable of Dhul- 
Qarnayn, That is my master, “Ali ibn Abi-Talib. 
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76 
Abul-Hasan Ahmad ibn Tarhin al-Kindi al-Kindi narrated from 
Ja'far ibn Muhammad from Abu-Bakr Ahmad ibn Ja°far from Ja°far 
ibn Muhammad from Ibrahim ibn al-Hajjaj from Hammad ibn 


Salamah from ‘Ali ibn Zayd ibn Jad’an from Sa°td ibn al-Musayyab 
who said: 


‘The Messenger of Allah once prayed his Lord, saying, *O 
Allah: (please) appoint for me an aider from the inhabitants 
of the heavens and an aider from the inhabitants of the 
earth.” Hence, Almighty Allah responded to him through 
revelation, saying, “I have made Archangel Gabriel as your 
aider from among the inhabitants of the heavens, and “Ali 
ibn Abi-Talib as your aider from among the inhabitants of 
the earth.””* 


vis 

Muhammad ibn “Ali ibn Fadi al-Zayyat narrated from al-[lusayn ibn 
Muhainmad from al-Easan ibn Rabi’ al-Majashtini from Ismail ibn 
Aban al-Warraq from Ghiyath ibn Ibrahim from Ja‘far ibn 
Muhammad (Imam al-Sadig) trom his father from “AH ibn al-Eusayn 
from his father who said 

‘The Messenger of Allah said: 

Very happy and optimistic, Archangel Gabriel once visited 

me. “My dear Gabriel: Why you are so happy and cheerful?” 

asked I. He replied, “How can I not be so happy and 

cheerful after I witnessed how Almighty Allah had delighted 
g your brother, successor, and the leader 
~All ibn Abi-Talib?” “By which means had 
Almighty Allah honored my brother and the leader of my 
nation?” asked I. The archangel replied, “Last night, 
Almighty Allah took pride in the worship of *Ali before His 
angels and the bearers of the Divine Throne. He said to 
them, ‘Look at the one who is My Argument on My lands 
after My Prophet. Look how he prostrates himself for Me 
out of his humbleness to My Majesty. I thus call take you all 
to witness that he is the Imam of My creatures and the 
master of My beings.” 
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78 
Abi-Bakr Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Hamdin narrated 
from Muhammad ibn Ahmad from Ja‘far ibn Muhammad ibn 
Shakir al-Sa'igh from Mansur ibn Safar from Mahdi ibn 
Maymin from Muhammad ibn Sirin from his brother Ma'bid 
from Abi-Sa'id Al-Khidri who said: 


Knowledge is divided into five parts four of which have been 
given to ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib while all the people's share is 
one part only. 


T swear by Him Who has sent me with the truth as conveyor 
of good tidings and as warner; ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib is more 
knowledgeable than all people with the one part of 
knowledge that is given to them.” 


79 

Abu-Muhammad ibn Farid al-Bawshanjt narrated from al- 
Zubayr ibn Bakkar from Sufyan ibn “Uyaynah from Abt- 
Qulabah from AyyUb al-Sakhtiyani who reported that Anas 
ibn Malik, once, met him while he was circumambulating the 
Holy House of God and said, “May I convey to you something 
that will make you happy?” Ayyab answred, “Yes, of course. 
You may.” Hence, Anas ibn Malik narrated the following: 


Twas standing in front of the Holy Prophet in the mosque of 
al-Madinah while he was sitting in the courtyard, “Hurry up 
and bring me ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib,” he ordered. So, I went and 
found “Ali and Farimah, “The Prophet has ordered me to 
summon you,” I said, Without delay, “Ali responded. I was 
there when “AIT greeted the Prophet who said to him, “O 
“Ali: Greet (Archangel) Gabriel.” 
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“Ali said, “Peace be upon you, Gabriel.” 
‘The Archangel responded to his greeting. 


‘The Holy Prophet then said, “Gabriel says, ‘Almighty Allah 
greets you and says: 


Blessedness shall be for you, for your adherents (Shi°ah) 
and for those who love you; but woe and more woe will be 
on those who bear malice towards you. 


On the Resurrection Day, a caller from inside the Divine 
‘Throne will call, ‘Where are Muhammad and * Ali?" 


You both shall be clevated to the Seventh Sky to stand 
before Almighty Allah Who will say to His Prophet, “Take 
“Ali to the Divine Cistern and give him this cup so that he 
will serve his lovers and followers from the water of that 
cistern and prevent all those who bear malice towards him 
from drinking from that cistern. He will then order that 
“Ali's lovers must be exposed to an easy reckoning and then 
they must be allowed Paradise, 


80 


‘Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Sa‘id narrated from al-Husayn ibn 
Mahfuz from Abmad ibn Ishaq from al-Ghitrif ibn “Abdul- 


Salam from ‘Abdul-Razzaq from Mu’ammar from al-Zabri 


Zohari from Abu-Bakr “Abdullah ibn “Abdul-Rahman from 
‘Uthman ibn “Affan from ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab from Aba- 


Bakr ibn Abi-Quhafah who said: 
heard the Messenger of Allah saying: 
Verily, Almighty Allah has created from the light of “AH ibn 
‘Abi-Talib's face angels who praise and glorify Him, while 
the reward of such is recorded for those who love “Ali and 
his descendants.” 
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81 
The Chief of Justice, Aba-"Abdullah al-Husayn ibn Harin al- 


Dabbi narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from “Ali ibn al- 


Hasan from his father from “Ali ibn Misa (Imam al-Rida) 
from his father from Ja‘far ibn Muhammad (Imam al-$adiq) 


from his father from ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn from his father who 


said: 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


“There will come dark sedition after me, Only those who 
hold fast on the Firmest Handle will eseape it.” 


“O Allah's Messenger: What is the Firmest Handle,” the 
attendants asked. 


“It is the loyalty to the (Divinely commissioned) leadership 
of the Chief of the Prophets’ Successors,” answered the Holy 
Prophet. 


“O Allah's Messenger: Who is the Chief of the Prophet's 
Successors?” they further asked. 


“He is the Commander of the Believers,” answered the Holy 
Prophet, 


“O Allah's Messenger; Who is the Commander of the 
Believers?” they asked. 


“He is the Master of the Muslims and their Leader after 
me,” answered the Holy Prophet. 


“O Allah's Messenger: Who is the Master of the Muslims 
and their Leader after you,” they asked. 


“He is my brother, “Ali ibn Abi- 
Prophet." 


lib,” answered the Holy 
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82 


‘Al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn Mibran al-Damghini narrated trom 


Muhammad fbn ‘Abdullah ibn Nasr from “Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak 


al-Daynawart from al-Hasan ibn “All from Muhammad ibn 

“Abdullah ibn “Unwah from Yusuf ibn Bilal fom Muhammad ibn 

Marwan from al-Sa’ib ftom Abu-Salih from Tbn ‘Abbas who said: 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


While I was ascended to the heavens on the Ascension Night 
(mii°raj), 1, along, with Archangel Gabriel, reached the Fourth 
Sky where I saw a house made of ruby. Archangel Gabriel 
told me, “O Muhammad: This is Much-Frequented Fane (al- 
bayt al-ma'miir) which Almighty Allsh had created fifty 
thousand years before He created the heavens and the 
(layers of the) earth, © Muhammad: You may offer a prayer 
facing it.” 


Then, Almighty Allah ordered all the Prophets and 
Messengers to gather there. Archangel Gabriel lined them 
up after me and I led a congregational prayer there, 


When I finished the prayer, a spokesperson of my Lord 
came to me and asked, “O Muhammad: Your Lord sends 
greetings to you and asks you to ask the Messengers about 
the message with which they were sent to people.” 


I thus asked, “O Messengers: With what message had your 
Lord sent you before me?” 


‘They all replied, “The message with which we were sent was 
to call the people to the loyalty to you and to the leadership 
of “Ali ibn Abi-Talib.” 
‘This is the interpretation of Almighty Allah's saying (in the 
Holy Qur'an), “Ask those of our messengers whom we sent 
before you. (43:45)""" 
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Abi-Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn al-Husayn, the righteous old 
man, narrated from Mubammad ibn “Ali al-A’raj from 
Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn “Abdul-Wabhab from “Ali ibn 
al-Husayn from al-Rabi’ ibn Yazid al-Ragqqgasht from Anas ibn 
Malik who said: 


‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


On the Resurrection Day, ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib will be called 
with seven titles the first of which will be ‘the veracious,’ 
followed by ‘the director, ‘the worshipper, ‘the guide,’ ‘the 
well-guided,' ‘the hero,’ and ““Ali’, 


He, as well as his adherents (Shi*ah), will be then allowed 
to pass to Paradise without being called to reckoning,®> 


84 

Muhammad ibn “Abdullah ibn “Abd Al-Muttalib ibn Matar al- 
Shaybani narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Sa‘id from Mu’ammal 
ibn Ihab from *Abdul-Razziq from Mu‘amamr from al-Zuhri 
from “Urwah from ‘A'ishah who said: 

“All ibn Abi-Talib visited to my father (AbG-Bakr) in his 

final ailment, My father was staring at ‘Ali's face without 

casting his eyes down. 


‘lib left, T asked my father, “Why were 
you looking at ‘Ali's face like that?” 


He replied, “O my daughter: I did so because I heard the 
Messenger of Allah saying ‘To look in “Ali's face is a kind of 
worshiping Almighty Allah."* 
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Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Qawlawayh narrated from ‘Ali ibn 


al-Hasan al-Nahawi from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from 
Mangar ibn Abi-'Abbas from “AIT ibn Asbat from al-Hakam 
ibn Buhlal from Abi-Humam from ‘Abdullah ibn Udhaynah 


from Jafar ibn Muhammad (Imam al-Sadiq) from his father 


from *Ali ibn al-Husayn from his father who said 
One day, ‘Umar ibn Khajtab stood up and said to the Holy 
Prophet, “You have frequently addressed “Ali ibn Abi-Talib, 
saying to him, ‘You are to me as same as Prophet Aaron was 
to Prophet Moses.’ Yet, Almighty Allah has referred to 


Prophet Aaron in the Holy Qur'an by name but he has not 
mentioned “Ali's!” 


he Holy Prophet replied, “O Rude nomad! You should have 

heard this verse: “This is the straight path that leads to me. 
ran 

(45:43) 
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Muhammad ibn “Ali ibn Sakar narrated from Muhammad ibn 


al-Qasim from ‘Abad ibn Ya‘qub from Shuraykh from al- 
Rukayn ibn al-Rabi’ from al-Qasim ibn Hassan from Zayd ibn 
Thabit who said 

‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


I leave behind me the Two Weighty Things—Almighty 
Allah's Book and ‘Ali ibm Abi-Talib. 


Be it known to you that “Ali ibn Abi-Talib is better than 
Almighty Allah's Book, because it is he who interprets 
Almighty Allah's Book for you.’” 
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‘The judge Abu’l-Paraj al-Mu'afa ibn Zakariyya narrated in 
the al-Rusafah Mosque from Muhammad ibn “Ali ibn *Abdul- 
Hamid ibn Zayyar ibn Yahya al-Qurayshi from ‘Abdul-Ra: 
from Sadagah al-'Absi from Zadhan from Salman  al- 
Mubammadi who said: 

One day, I visit the Holy Prophet and greeted him. 1 then 

visited Lady Fatimah and greeted her. She then asked, “O 

Abi-Abdullah: al-Hasan and al-Husayn are crying out of 

hunger. Please, take them from the hands and lead them out 

to their grandfather.” 


I took them to the Holy Prophet who said to them, “O my 
dearest ones: What are complaining from? 


‘They both replied, “O Allah's Messenger: We desire for 
food.” 


‘The Holy Prophet prayed Almighty Allah, saying, “O Allah: 
Please, feed them.” 


Immediately, I saw in the Holy Prophet's hand a quince that 
was as big as a jar. It seemed to be whiter than milk, 
sweeter than honey, and softer than butter. The Holy 
Prophet then rubbed it with his thumb and cut it to two 
halves, giving one helf to cach of al-Hasan and al-Husayn. 
So, I gazed at the two halves in their hands and desired for a 
Piece, The Holy Prophet asked me, “O Salman: Do you 
desire to have it?” 


“Yes, I do, O Allah's Messenger,” replied I. 


The Holy Prophet said, “O Salman: This is from the fruit of 
Paradise. No one is allowed to eat from it before he/she 
escapes Hellfire and the Reckoning (on the Resurrection 
Day). However, you are on the right path."”” 
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narrated from Muhammad ibn ‘Umar from Yusuf ibn Ya‘qab 


hl Mahmid ibn “Umar ibn Mahmud al-'Askari 


from Muslim ibn Ibrahim from Husham al-Dastawa'l from 


Yahya ibn Abi-Kathir from Abu-Salamah from Abi-Hurayrah 
who said: 


‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


Almighty Allah created one hundred thousand angels in the 
Fourth Sky and three hundred in the Fifth Sky. 


In the Seventh Sky, He created an angel whose head is 
directly under the Divine ‘Throne while his feet are under 
the soil of the earth. 


He also created so many angels that their numbers exceed 
the number of the individuals of the two tribes of Rabi'ah 
and Mudar (the two largest Arab tribes), 


These angels neither eat nor drink anything; rather, their 
one and only deed is to pray Almighty Allah to send 
blessings on “Ali ibn Abi-Talib and those who love him and 
to pray Him to forgive the sinful among ‘Ali’s adherents 
and lovers.” 
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Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Musa ibn “Urwah narrated from 
Mubammad ibn ‘Uthman al-Mu‘addal from Muhammad ibn 
“Abd al-Malik from Yazid ibn Haran from Hammad ibn 
Salamah from Thabit from Anas ibn Malik who said: 
I saw the Holy Prophet in my dream and he blamed me, 
saying, “O Anas: What has made you refrain from conveying 
the message that you had heard from me regarding “Ali ibn 
Abi-Talib until you have received the punishment? 


Tt was “Ali who prayed Almighty Allah to forgive you; 
otherwise, you would have never even smelled the scent of 
paradise, 


‘You must now and up to the end of your lifetime announce 
and tell people that “Ali and his progeny and their lovers 
will precede all others to Paradise as they will be the 
neighbors of Almighty Allah's Favorite Saints who are 
Hamzah, Ja’ far (ibn Abi-Talib), al-Lasan, and al-Husayn. 


As for “Ali, he is truly the greatest veracious one; those who 
love him need not fear the Resurrection Day.”” 
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Abul-Hasan ‘Al iba Muhammad ibn ‘Alawiyyah al-Mustamili 
narrated from AbD-’ Abdullah Muhammad ibn Abmad from Hamdan 
ibn Yahya from Muhammad ibn Sadageh from Musa ibn Ja'far 
(Imam al-Kazim) from Ja’far ibn Muhammad (al-Sadiq) from his 
father from *AIT ibn al-Husayn from his father who said: 
‘The Messenger of Altah said: 
When He created Paradise of Eden, Almighty Allah ordered 
it to decorate itself. It did and, furthermore, swaggered. 
Almighty Allah then ordered it to settle down, saying, “I 
swear by My Might and My Majesty; T created you for none 
save the believers. Blessedness be yon and your 
inhabitants.” 
‘The Holy Prophet then said to °Ali, “Verily, Paradise of 
Edon was created for none save you and your adherents 
(shi*ahy.”” 


91 


Abi-Muhammad al-Husayn al-Farisi narated from Ahmad ibn 


‘Muhammad from Muhammad itn Mansur from Muhammad ibn Isma°il 


from Wak? from Sufyan from Ash’ab from “Tkrimah who said: 
Thn ‘Abbas, once, said, “The Holy Messenger of Allah said a 
word about “Ali ibn Abi-Talib; if this word had been said 
about me, it should have been more pleasant to me than 
having in possessing the best kinds of camels." 
‘The attendants asked, “What was that word, which Allsh’s 
Messenger said about ALI?” 
Ibu “Abbi replied, “The Holy Prophet said, “O “AN: 
part of me and I am part of you. Your descendants are part of 
us and we are part of them, Your adherents (Shi°ah) are part 
of us and we are part of them. They will be allowed to enter 
Paradise five hundred years before the other nations.’""* 
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Ibrahim ibn al-Madbari a-Khayyat narrated ftom Ahmad ibn 
Muhammad ibn Sa’id al-Raffa al-Baghdadi from Ahmad ibn 
*Alil from “Abdullah ibn Dawid al-Ansari from Misa ibn “AIT 
al-Qurashi from Qanbar ibn Ahmad, the grandson of Qanbar 


the servant of Imam “Ali ibn Abi-Talib, from his father from 
his grandfather from Ka'b ibn Nawfal from Bilal ibn 


Hamamah who said: 
The Holy Prophet came to the people one day and his face 
was beaming like the moon. So *Abd-Al-Rabman al-Awf 
asked him, “Why is your face beaming like this?” 


‘The Holy Prophet replied, “I received good news from my 
Lord about my brother and cousin and about my daughter. 
Almighty Allah married “Ali to Fatimah and ordered 
Ridwan, the keeper of Paradise, to shake the tree of Taba. 
As he did, the tree gave papers as many as the lovers of my 
Household, Ridwan created angels of light under the tree 
and gave each angel one of these papers. 


When all the people will gather on the Resurrection Day, 
these angels will call at the lovers of the “Ali ibn Abi-Talib 
to come and collect your consignments. 


All those who love the AhI al-Bayt, men and women, will be 
given a paper by these angels. These papers will be passes 
as compensation for their love for “Ali ibn Abi-Talib and for 
my daughter, Fatimah, and their descendants.”” 
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Abmad ibn al-Jarrah narrated from ‘Abd al-"Aziz ibn Yahya 
al-Julali from Muhammad ibn Zakariyya from ‘Abdullah ibn 


Muslim from al-Mufaddal ibn Salih from Jabir ibn Yazid from 
Zadhan from Salman and Ibn ‘Abbas who said: 


‘The Messenger of Allah sait 


On the Ascension Night, I approached my Lord and I was at 
a distance of two bows or nearer still. 


He spoke to me between the two mountains of carnelian and 
said, 


‘O Abmad: Verily, I created you and “Ali from My own light; 
and I created these two mountains from the light of “Ali's 
face. 


I swear by My Might and Majesty; I have created these two 
mountains to be a sign identify the believers from the other 
creatures. 


T have sworn by My Might on Myself that I will not allow 
Hellfire to consume anyone who put a carnelian ring 
provided that they are loyal to “Ali bn Abi-Talib.”* 
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Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn “Ubaydullah ibn al-Bublal al- 


Muwalt narrated from Muhammad ibn al-Hasan from ‘Isa ibn 
Mihran from “Ubaydullah ibn Masa from Khalid ibn Tahman 
al-Khaffaf from Sa'd ibn Junadah al-'Awfi from Zayd ibn 


Argam from Abd-Sa‘id al-Khidri who said: 
Theard the Messenger of Allah saying, 
“All ibn Abi-Talib is the Master of the Arabs.” 


‘The attendants asked, “You, Allah's Messenger, are the 
Master of the Arabs. Are you not?" 


The Holy Prophet replied, “I am the Master of all human 
beings, but ‘All is the Master of the Arabs. 


If one loves “Ali and betakes him loyally, Almighty Allah 
shall love him and guide him to the right path. 


But if one bears malice towards him and incurs his hostility, 
Almighty Allah shall deafen him and make blind his eyes. 


‘Your duty to “Ali is as same as your duty to me; and the 
obedience to him is as same as the obedience to me; except 
that there is no prophet to come after me, 


He who departs “Alt will have departed me; and he who 
departs me will have departed Almighty Allah. 

Tam the city of wisdom, which is Paradise, and ‘Ali is the 
door to that city. 


“Ali is the best of human beings; he who rejects this fact 
will have disbelieved.""”” 
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‘The judge Abi-Muhammad al-Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn 
Misa narrated from ‘Ali ibn Thabit from Hafy ibn “Umar from 
Yahya ibn Jafar from ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ibrahim from 
Malik ibn Anas from Nafi’ from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar who 
said: 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


As for those who love “Ali, verily Almighty Allah will accept 
their (ritual) prayers, fasting, and acts of worship and will 
respond to their supplications. 


AS for those who love “Ali, verily Almighty Allah will grant 
them cities in Paradise as many as the veins in their bodies, 


As for those who love the Household of Muhammad, verily 
they will be saved from the Reckoning, the Scale, and the 
Discriminating Bridge. 


As for those who the Household of Muhammad, verily T 
‘guarantee Paradise for him with the Prophets. 


As for those who bear malice towards the Household of 
Muhammad, they will have the following script written 
between their eyes on the Resurrection Day, “Excluded from 
the Mercy of Almighty Allah,"** 
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Abu-'Abdullah Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ayytb narrated 
the following tradition from “Ali ibn Muhammad ibn 
*Uyaynah ibn Ruwaydah from Bakr ibn Ahmad. 

Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Jarrah from Ahmad ibn al-Fadl al- 
Ahwazi from Bakr ibn Ahmad from Muhammad ibn “Ali al- 
‘Nagi (Imam al-Hadi) from His father from Misa ibn Ja‘far 
from his father from Muhammad ibn ‘Ali from Fatimah 
daughter of Imam al-Husayn from her father Imam al-Husayn 
and from her uncle Imam al-Hasan from the Commander of 
the Believers "Ali ibn Abj-Talib who said 

The Messenger of Allah said: 


When I entered Paradise, I saw a tree carrying jewels and 
garments. Beneath it, there were piebald horses. In the 
middle of it, there were the paradisiacal maidens. Its top 
comprises the Ultimate Pleasure. 


So, T asked Archangel Gabriel to whom that tree belonged. 
‘The angel replied, “This tree is for your cousin, the 
Commander of the Believers. When Almighty Allah will 
allow entering Paradise, the Shi°ah will be led to this tree. 
They will put on the jewels and garments, ride on the 
piebald horses, and then a call will come with the following 
command: 


“These are the adherents (Shi*ah) of “Ali, As they endured 
harm patiently in the world, they must be honored today.'”” 


174 


eat SL6 8h fe Bl 


175 


ONE HUNDRED VIRTUES OF IMAM ‘ALT AND THE HOLY IMAMS. 


97 
Ahmad iba Muhammad ibn al-Husayn narrated from Wurayzah 
ibn Muhammad ibn Wurayzah from his grandfather Wurayzeh ibn 
Muhammad al-Ghassani from ‘Ali ibn Musa (Imam al-Rida) from 
his father from Ja‘far ibn Muhammad from his father from "Ali 
ibn al-Husayn from his father who said: 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 
‘When I was ascended to the heavens (on the Ascension Night), I 
met my forefather Prophet Noah who asked me, “Whom did you 
appoint as your representative on your people?” I replied, “I 
appointed ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib.” Prophet Noah said, “You have 
chosen an excellent representative,” 


‘Then, I met my brother Prophet Moses who asked me, “Whom 
did you appoint as your representative on your people?” I 
replied, “I appointed “Ali ibn Abi-Talib.” Prophet Moses said, 
“You have chosen an excellent representative.” 

‘Then, I met my brother Prophet Jesus who asked me, "Whom 
Gid you appoint as your representative on your people?” 1 
replied, “I appointed “Ali ibn Abi-[alib.” Prophet Jesus said, 
“You have chosen an excellent representative.” 

T then asked Gabriel, “Why have T not seen my father, Prophet 
‘Abraham, so far?” 

Archangel Gabriel led me to an orchard where there was a tree 
comprising nipples just like the nipples of sheep. There were 
lots of babies sucking on these nipples thereby receiving their 
sustenance. Every time a nipple would fall out of « baby's 
mouth, Prophet Abraham would put it back in their mouth. So, 
he asked me, “O Muhammad: Whom did you appoint as your 
representative on your people?” I replied, “I appointed “Al ibn 
AbE-Talib.” Prophet Abraham said, “You have chosen an 
excellent representative. I have asked Almighty Allah to make 
ine responsible for giving sustenance to the babies of *Ali's 
Shi'ah. So, 1 am responsible for their sustenance until the 
Resurrection Day.” 
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The judge Abu'l-Hesan Muhammad ibn ‘Uthmin ibn 
“Abdullah al-Nasibi narrated from Ja’far ibn Muhammad al- 
‘Alawi from “Abdullah ibn Ahmad from Muhammad ibn 
Ziyad from al-Mufaddal ibn “Umar from Ja’far ibn 
Muhammad (Imam al-Sadiq) from his father from “AIT ibn al- 
Husayn who said: 

“Ali ibn Abi-Talib, the Commander of the Believers, was 

once sitting in an open area and surrounded by people one 

of whom stood up and asked, “O Commander of the 

Believers: How is it that you are enjoying such an elevated 

rank (in the view of Almighty Allah) while your father is 

tortured in Hellfire?” 


Angrily, Imam “Ali replied, “Shut up! May God shut your 
mouth! I swear by Him Who has sent Mubammad with the 
truth as Prophet; If my father intercedes for all of the 
inners on earth, Almighty Allah will accept it. 


How ean my father be tortured, while T, his son, am the one 
who separates the people of Paradise from those deserving 
Hellfire? 


I swear by Him Who has sent Muhammad with the truth as 
Prophet; verily the light of Abii-Talib, my father, will exceed 
the lights of all of the creatures on the Resurrection Day 
except five lights: the light of Muhammad, my light, the 
light of Fitimah, the light of al-Hasan and al-Husayn, and 
the light of the Imams, his descendants. 


Verily, AbG-Talib's light is par of our lights, Almighty Allah 
had created his light two thousand years before he created 
Adam."""! 
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Al-Mu'afa ibn Zakariyya Abul-Faraj narrated from 
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Abil-Thalj from al-Hasan ibn 
Muhammad ibn Bahram from Yusuf ibn Musa al-Qattan from 
Jarir from Layth from Mujahid from Ibn “Abbas who said: 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


“Even if all trees are pens and all seas are ink, and all the 
Jinn are counters, and all human beings are writers, they 
shall not be able to count the excellent virtues of “AI ibn 
Abi-alib.” 


100 
Abi-Muhammad al-Hasan ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad al- 
Mujallidi narrated from al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn Ishaq 
from Muhammad ibn Zakariyya from Ja’far ibn Muhammad 
(Imam al-Sadiq) from his father from *Ali ibn al-Husayn from 
his father from the Commander of the Believers who said: 
‘The Messenger of Allah said: 


Almighty Allah has granted my brother, “Ali ibu Abi-Talib, 
excellent virtues that are too numerous to count. If one 
mentions one of these virtues having faith in it, Almighty 
Allah will forgive all of his past and future sins. And if one 
writes one of his virtues, the angels will seek forgiveness for 
him as long as that written text continues to exist. And if 
one listens to one of his virtues, Almighty Allah will forgive 
all the sins that he committed using his ears. And if one 
reads a book about his virtues, Almighty Allah will forgive 
all of the sins that he committed using his eyes. To look at 
b is a kind of worship, and to mention him 
is another kind of worship. Almighty Allah does not accept 
the beliefs of one who does not declare loyalty to “Ali's 
Divinely commissioned leadership (Wilayah) and does not 
renounce his enemies.” ‘"* 
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ENDNOTES 


' Tsnad is @ list of authorities who have transmitted a Hadith of a 
statement, action, ot approbation of the Holy Prophet; its reliability 
determines the validity of a Hadith. The isnad precedes the actual 
text (main) and takes the form, “It has been related to me by A on 
the authority of B on the authority of C on the authority of D that 
the Holy Prophet said...” 


* For maintaining readability, (4s) which is an acronym for 
““Alayhi’l-Salam” is used throughout the book to denote “May 
Almighty Alli bless him, her or them”, which is added after the 
names of the Holy Infallibles. 


* The statement, ‘Glory be to Allah’ is usually used for expressing 
exclamation. 


* Managib al-Khawarami, pp.3. 
* bia. 


© al-si‘ab by Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, 2:466; al-Sawa'ig al-Mubrigah, by 
Ton Hajar, pp, 118, Nav al-Absar, by al-Shabalnaji, pp.73. 


Al-Tha’alibi, in Thimar al-Quiab, pp.67, has mentioned this 
confession of al-Jahiz 


* AL-Khiyabani, in Waga't’ al-Ayvam 3:474, has reported this 


saying from al-Anwar al-Bahiyyah, It is also mentioned in al- 
Daylami’s Irshad al-Quiab, pp. 210. 


1 Bikar al-Anwar V25 P360 H17. Ghayar al-Maram P4SO H14 and 
P620 HI7. Khawarizmi in Mandgib P31 and in Magtal V1 P39 
Yanabi* al-Mawaddah 133. Kashf Al-Ghummah V1 PLO3. tigag al- 
Hagq V6 PLL1. Misbah al-Anwar POL 


2 Shaykh al-Saduq in al-Khisal P206 1125. Bihar al-Anwar V43 P26 
124, Ibn Shabrashub in Mandgib V3 P103, Shaykh al-Saduq in 
Ma‘ani al-Akhbar P107 Hi, al-Qunduzi in Yanabt’ al-Mawaddah 
P260, ‘Awalim V11 P44, al-Daylami in al-Firdaws, al-Suyotl in 
Tarikh al-Khulafa’ P114, Ton AbI'l-Hadid in Sharh Nahj al- 
Balaghah V2 P4S7. Hilyat al-Awliya" V2 P42. Khawarizmt in 
Magtal V1 P79, Mushkil al-Athar V1 P48, Muhibb al-Din al-Habaci 
in Dhakha'ir al-'Ugba P 43, Mu'tasar min al-Mukhtasar V2 P147. 
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